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FRIENDLY SOCIETY, 


CALLED THE 


BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Held at No. 129, ALDERSGATE-STREET, 


| Now FULLY ESTABLINED BY 
A ov PARLIAMEN T, 


Was firſt formed on the 26th of October 1773 and on the 
24th Day of March 1779, was further eſtabliſhed by Deed, 
Inrolled in his Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, Weſtminſter. 
For the Mutual Benefit, Relief, Aſſiſtance, and Support of 

the Members of this Society, the Widows and Children of 
®* deceaſed Members, in Caſe of Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Blindneſs, 
Superannuation, Death, and Incidental Caſualties, 


TO WHICH IS ADDED BY WAY OF PREFACE, 


Some 3 on the Utility of Benefit Societies in Generak | 
| and the Public Advantages of this Society in Particular, 


— 


As we have therefore Opportwiity, let us do Good to all Men, 
Galatians, Chap. vi. Ver. 10. 5D 
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I. HAT this Society ſhall be perpetuated by the 
| | Name of the BRITISH ASSURANCE $O- 
CIETY,” and that its Funds ſhall not be miſapplied, but 
only appropriated to the uſes declared and directed in the 
following Articles: | 
II. That all Affairs of this Society ſhall be conducted and 
governed by Perſons elected and to be elected for Directors, 
as a ſtanding Committee, for General Purpoſes, 


III. Names of Preſent Truſtees to hold Office for Life, on 
giving Security for faithful Execution of Truſts. : 


IV. Preſent Treaſurer and Secretary to hold their Offices 
for Life, on giving Security for faithful execution of Truſts, | 

v. Names of Directors, and they inveſted with full Power |; 
as a Committee for General Purpoſes. 

VI. Directors to be Sworn and form of the Oath. 


= Vacancy of Treaſurer, Secretary or Truſtees how 

filled up. 4 | ; þ 
VIII. Directors duration in Office, how determinable and | 

filled up. | 

IX. All Elections to be at the Society's principal Meeting- 

houſe. | N I 
X. Directors to Determine all Complaints; and fo inflict 

reaſonable Fines, but the ſame Subject to appeal by Arbitration. 


Kl. Directors if neceſſary to Appoint a Committee for 
particular Purpoſes, and to make neceſſary Bye Laws for keep- 
ing good Order, if not repugnant to confirmed Rules, or he 


Laws of this Realm. 


XII. Directors to Appoint Auditors of Accounts, their 
Duty and in Rotation to Viſit the Sick, &c. | 

XIII. Directors if neceſſary to Appoint inferior Officers, 
or Servants, and award neceſſary Diſburſements. | 


XIV. Directors if neceſſary to protect Societies Intereſts, 
to Commence, or Defend Suits, and in whoſe Names.” 
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XV, Treaſurer's Duty and Salary. 
XVI. Secretary's Duty, Oath, and Salary. 
XVII. Meſſenger for Life, his Duty and Salary. 


XVIII. Declaration to be ſigned by every Perſon previous 
to being admitted a Member, and Premiums for Admiſſion. 


XIX. Further Premiums to be paid on Admiſſion. 


XX. Directors may Advance, Premiums on Admiſſion, 
averaged to their Stock. 


. Perſons accuſtomed to a and other Vices, 
not to be admitted. 


XXII. Quarterly Payments. 


XXIII. Payments to be made by Perſons admitted as 
Batchelors, or Widowers, on becoming married. And Mem- 
bers to Regiſter every hereafter taken Wife, or new Born 
Children, within what Time, and Penalty for Neglect. 


XXIV, When Members deemed Free, and half Free, 


XXV. Members divided into different Diviſions, and Di- 
reQors to have Power to Appoint and remove W Meet- 
ing Houſes. 


XXVI. Society to Fund Annual), Two Hundred Pounds 
for each Thouſand Members, and if neceſsary to raiſe quart- 
terage to effect the fame. | 


XXVII. Sufficient Sum of running Caſh to be kept at 
the Bankers, and how and in what Manner te place out Refidue. 


AXXVIIL For what Offences Members expellable and 
power in Directors to mitigate. 


XXIX. Payments and Allowances to Half F. ree Members, 
and Members afflicted with the Small Pox, 


XXX. Allowance to afflicted Members, the Time of ts 
vaneed Benefits, and Payments thereon, 


XXXI. Benefits and Allowance to ſuperannuated Members, 


XXXII. Allowance to Members afflicted with the Small 
Pox, and diſorders ariſing therefrom, or Death happeni ng | 
thereby. 7 ö W 


XXXIII. Allowanee to Members impriſoned for Debt. 


XXXIV, Payments to be made on the Deceaſe of Free 
Members, or Wives, and to whom, Sa 


XXXV, Members only entitled to ſuch Benefits on Af. 
fictions, as by Time and Payments, they will be entitled to 
when Afflictions take Place, but may afterwards entitle them= 
ſelyes to Advance Benefits, © © © © © 


XXXVI. Allowance to Widows for Children of deceaſed || 
Members, and on the Death of fuch Widow, ſuch Orphan 
Children, to be educated, maintained, and cloathed by tie 
Society, until Fourtcen Years of Age, and then the Hb i 


* 


to be apprenticed, and Girls to be put out. 


XXXVII. Widows to receive Three Pounds for Lying- in f 
if Pregnant at the Time of their Huſband's DeceaſGG. 


XXXVIII. Members dying, leaving ſuperannuated Wi- | 
dows, Allowances to them, as alſo to ſubjcribing Widows,” | 
and thei: Payments, | on TR 

XXXIX. Conſequence of Members making Default to | 
Regiſter Wives or Children. | | 9? EO 


XL. Members ſuſtaining Damage by Fire, to be paid the 
Amount of Loſs, not exceeding Twenty Pounds, by a Sub- 
ſcription from the Members. | op 


4 


I 

XLI. Members become excluded for Neglect of Payment, | 
put to have Notiee thereof, and the Terms of re-admiſſion. 
= : 5 » | 
1 
| 
| 


k 
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XLII. Sick Members to Subſcribe tothe Treaſury, unleſs 


| 
| 


Penſioners, when Payments to Ceaſe, | 


; 
: 
i 


XLIII. Payments for advanced Benefits when to be made, | 
and the Notice thereon, | EE nt 


XLIV. Notice to be given of F uncrals and Certificates 1 
thereof if required. [ 
XLV. Declarations to be ſent by Sick Members ang res 
ſtrictions touching ſuch Members. 
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i XLVI. Members to attend on Summons, or forfeit T wentg 
Shillings for Neglect. 
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XLII. Members removing from Place of Reſidence to 


give Notice to the Secretary. 


XLVIIL When the stock is ſufficient! augmented, Direc- 


tors empowered proportionably to increaſe Benefits. 


XII X. Directors to attend all Monthly, or extra Meetings, 


lor Subject to Fine and Expulſion. 


. An annual Dinner to be provided on the laſt Tueſday 
in ſune Yearly, at diſcretion of Directors. 


TT, Secretary on Requeſt, and on A. ag of Three Shil- 
Tings and Six-pence to procure a Certificate agreeable to the 
Act 


of Parliament of Perions belonging to this 2 being 


a Member to prevent 4 removal from Place of Reſidence by 
Pariſh Officers. 


I LIL. Expences of theſe Articles, &c- to be paid by a 
Contribution from the Members, and not out of the So- 
ciety's Stock. | 


4 _ LII.. Members conceiving themſelves aggrieved by any 
thing. done, or omitted to be done by any of the Officers of 
this Society, entitled to an Appeal by Arbitration, in manner 
as mentioned in this Article 5 


: 


PREFACE. 
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| 

HE Directors of this Society are aware of the Ideas 

which may occur to ſome of thoſe diſintereſted Per- 
ſons, into whoſe Hands this General Plan of Accommo- 
dation may Fall, and that Reaſon will ſuggeſt to them, 1 
that thoſe who have framed the Laws, and are engaged | 
in the Management of ſuch a Society, will be forward and 
warm in its Commendation, under the Hope that every [ 
additional Support it receives, will add to their Conſe-,| 
quence but the ſolid Brilliance of Plain reaſoning is ever 
to be diſtinguiſhed from the Glitter of Specious and un- 
meaning Sophiſtry, and therefore, to advance on the ſide 
of Public Utility, ſuch Arguments as the moſt common 
underſtanding cannot be deceixed in, may rather be deemed | | 
an Effort to Enlighten and Serve the uninformed, than cen- | 
{ured as an Intention of miſleading the unwary. "#1 


When we reflect on the Inſtability of Earthly Hap- f 
pineſs, and how many Accidents perpetually Shake the 
firmeſt deſigns of Human Prudence, when we know that 
it is Commendable to alleivate as much as poſſible the | 
heavy Viſitation of Providence, by relieving each other in | 
the Time of Sickneſs, or Affliction; we cannot ſhut our | 
Eyes againſt thoſe Benefits which muſt reſult from an Af | 
ſociation, of the Honeſt and Induſtrious, for the Sole Pur- 
poſe of affording ſuch Relief, and holding out to the | 


frembling hand of Sicknels z ; the "oY Cup of Comfort, | 
for 
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 eannot carry into Effect any Plan to Auſwer ſo benign a 
N deſign; the Lives and Health of Men ſeperately conſidered, 
. not being certain for a Moment, yet in nunibers col- 
lected together in One Body as it were, render the ſame 
Permanent, and there Ceaſes ts be any Danger of the 
| | Failure of their Object, particularly in a Society like this; 
1 donſiſting of many Hundred Members; the Death of Onez 
ll s or Many cannot ſhake the general Proſperity, as there 
cannot exiſt a doubt; but there will ever be ſufficient re- 
| maining to carry into Effect, thoſe Regulations Which muſt 


| Promote the Benefit of all, 


| The firſt an moſt eſſential Obſervation we ſhall ads 
1 ; 

| 

l 


i vance, concerns the Safety and Security of thoſe who 
now do, or uy hereafter belong to this Society; and it 
| ſhould be an Important Conſideration. with every Man; 
previous to his becoming a Member of it, to examine 8 
i upon what Foundation the Relief of the Neceſſitous 

eſtabliſhed; and whether ample Proviſion is made by ths 
Aticles, and there cxiſts in its Funds, a ſufficient Supp" * 
For the Benefits held out; to this Queſtion, which is both 
IT atural and Prudent; we are qualified to return a Satif- 
Factory Anſwer; for this Society was firſt formed in the 
; 7 ear 1773; and although it has ſtruggled with all thoſe 
TDifcultice, which every Eſtabliſhment in its Infancy is 
yl ure to Encounter from Envy and Prejudice; yet the Di- 
Frectors have invariably anſwered every juſt Claim on the 
Pociety; and have beſides inveſted in different Funds, more 
ban could have been expected, when it is conſidered how 
Inany modes of Relief it has adopted for the Benefit of 


ndividuals; and the Increaſe of its Members, have ren- 
dered 
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ered it at once Reſpectable and Powerful, neither can the 
hard earned ſavings of the Laborious be miſapplied, for here 


all Paſſibility of Fraud is excluded, as no Perfon can be en- | 
truſted with any Part of the Property of the Society; or the 


Direction or Application of it, without having firſt given 


full and ample Security, to the Amount of the Truſt re- 


poſed; a Regulation which Secures to every Member, the 


Advantages reſulting from the Proviſion he has made, eſpe- 
Cally when it is known, that not only the Internal Laws of 


the Society have provided againſt every abuſe of its Power, 


but that the Legiſlature has alſo interpoſed its Authority, and 
wiſely provided, that if any Perſon intruſted with the So- 
ciety's Money or Effects, or any Securities relating thereto 
- ſhall Die, become Bankrupt, or Inſolvent, his Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, or Aſſignees, ſhall after Demand made by 
Order of the Society, deliver all Things belonging to 
them, and pay out of the Aſſets, or Effects of ſuch Perſon, 
all Monies Due, before any of his other Debts are paid or 
ſatisfied; and that all Officers of the Society, who ſhall have, 
or receive any Monies belonging thereto ; ſhall on Demand 
give in their Accounts, and Pay over all Monies in their 
| Has and Transfer over all Stock or Securities for Money, 
to ſuch Perſon as ſhall be appointed by the Society; and on 
negleet or refuſal ſo to do, a remedy is given of an Application 
by Petition to the Court of Chancery, or Exchequer, which 
Courts, are on ſuch Petition, to proceed in a Summary 
Way, and make ſuch Order therein, at their Diſcretion 

as ſhall ſeem Juſt; and ſuch Courts are directed to aſſign 
Counſel, and Appoint a Clerk in Court, to adviſe and carry 
on ſuch Feittion without Fee or Reward; ſo that the Society 
have the fulleſt Protection of the Law, without being ſub- 
jected to the alarming Expence which attend the Recovery 


of Property, in every other Caſe; an Advantage which 
b | | will 


; 
; 
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will induce Numbers to join theſe Benevolent Inſtitutions, 
and thereby Provide againſt the Viciſſitudes of Life, whom, 
the inſecurity of Benefit Society's in General had hitherto. 
deterred. | | 


In the Hour of Proſperity, or at leaſt of Health, the 
Trifle which is ſpared from the Wages of Induſtry is 
ſcarcely felt; and at leaſt cannot be remembered grudgingly, 
when we refle& that the Small Portion of Secd we Scatter, 
will afford the Welcome Harveſt of Relief, in the Seaſon 
of Affliction; the Pain of a diſeaſed Body may be Great, 
but how is it aggrevated when joined to the gnawing of 
Want, and with what Agony muſt a Sick and Helpleſs Fa- 
ther look round on his famiſhed Children, for whom he-can- 
not get Bread, and who, when the Hand of Death ſeizes 
him; will be left to the Mercy of an Inhoſpitable World, 
without a Prop, on which they can reſt for Suppot; is this 
a Lamentable Truth, or does the Pen of Fiction draw the 
dark Portrait; let us be judged by the cardid Voice of Public 
Obſervation, if among the lower Orders of Society, theſe 
ſhocking Sences of departing Nature do not continually 
happen, and if they do, ſhall we not be permitted to 
hold out to thoſe of our Fellow Creatures, ſubject to become 


thus-unfortunate:y ſituated, a Proſpect of leſſening what can- 


not be wholly removed, the horrors of a Death Bed, ſince 
under the Aſſurance that the Diſtreſt Widow he may 
Leave behind; would have an Auxilary Proviſion for her 
Children, from the Funds of the Society, or if thoſe Children 
thould unhappily become Orphans, they will be amply pro- 
vided for: and the Man whoſe Life had been ſpent in an 
Honeſt Endeavour to ſecure theſe Advantages, will reſign 
his Spirit far more quietly, than he who having unprovi- 

| . kk 
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dently waſted his Time and Money, in the diſorderly prac- 
tices of a Public Houſe; Dies and Leaves a wretched 
Family, with the melancholy Reflection that he had abuſed his 
Reaſon, and imprudently neglected to make ſome Proviſion 
for them when he had the means in his Power. 


The little laid up by the bes and Domeſtic Man, 
againſt a Rainy Day, amounts not in a Year to more than 
the Unhappy Sot allows himſelf for a few Evenings indul- 
gence, in his horrid Propenſity to Liquor; an Indulgence 
which Leaves him nothing to Remember it by, but a Face 
bloated with its pernicious Effects, an emaciated Body, and 
a Heart grown corrupt with bad Habits, and worſe 
Example. 


There is alſo a great diſtinction in the method of cons 
ducing and manageing Inſtitutions of this Nature; the 
Conduct in this is entruſted to Perſons annually elected 
and Choſen for their Talents and Reſpectability, by and from 
amongſt the Free Members of the Socicty at large, and 
are bound by its Regulations to a Conſcientious Diſcharge 
of their Duty; and from ſuch mode of Selection, there is 
the greater probability of ſecuring Perſons equal to the 


deſign, than where they are indiſcriminately called out in Sa- 


cieties, where every Member is obliged to partake of the 
Charge; ſome Inſtitutions frequently become 1 Injurious, ra- 
ther than Serviceable to Poor Men, when they are obliged 
to attend them at a Public Houſe, where they are led into 
the Expenſive Practice of Intoxication, ſo pernicio!:: to the 
Welfare and Comfort of their Families, and where in Con- 


ſequence of there being no ſelected Perſons to Govern their 


Concerns, every Member is called upen to become a Tem- 
pory 


GE IT TI Wn —— 


+ 1 * * . 
2 gy „„ We — N : . 
n 88 7 *: Y . f 
a - — — —— — p — — — - 

* -—_— 


ET EF i C 


pory Head of his Society, for which he may neither be 
poſſeſſed of Time or Abilities ; and hence ariſe the Innu- | 
merable Fines paid by Members of other Society's, which 
have ſometimes amounted to more than the Quarterage, 
and theſe are Circumſtances highly detrimental to the In- 
duſtrious, ſetting aſide the eternal diſſentions which will ever 
ariſe, where there are no ſelected Conductors, and where 
every Individual can interfere, according to his own Private 
Opinion; however bad his Principles or mean his Ta- 
lents; the compulſion of Perſonal Attendance, which fre- 
quently afford an excuſe for a Perverſion of the good Uſe of 
Time is excuſed in this Society, and every Man is ſure 
of receiving the Benefit of his Savings, without having 
upon his mind the Care of ſecuring them, as Abſent or Pre- 
ſent, the Directors of the Society impartially Obſerve the 
Intereſts of all; an Attention which even Policy muſt induce 
them to Pay, becauſe as Members themſelves, whatever 
Conditions are impoſed on the Society at large, they muſt 
participate in, a Conſideration which muſt give to every 
Member the Satisfaction of feeling, that his own Intereſt 
cannot be injured, becauſe it is inſeperably connected with 
their own. 


Thoſe who are inclined to Conſider the Plan of this 
Inſtitution, more attentively may peruſe the Regulations 
which this Publication contains, from which they will 
more clearly diſcern the Good, it diffuſes through the 
Various Channels of Society; thofe on whom Heaven has 
ſhowered Abundance, who are the Stewards to whom the 
Talent is intruſted, cannot employ it to a better Purpoſe 
than increaſing that Fund, which is dedicated to. the Poor 
Penſioners of Human Charity; and which may Cauſe the 
* Widows Heart to Sing for Joy, the Opulent are not ſup- 


poſed 


Weep 


75% 22Þ 


. 


— 


F TNC XIII. 


poſed to conſider themſelves Objects of its Benevolence; 
but it is a Queſtion, whether thoſe who live in conſtant 
Habits of Charity to all Men, can employ that Charity 


better then in contributing to the Reſourſes of the n. 
and ſmoothing the rugged Brow of Want. | 


These are the Souls who touched with Fire Divine, 
Give Gold a Price, and Teach its Beams to Shine; 
All boarded Treasures, they Repute a Load, 

Nor think their Wealth, their Own, till well beitow's x 
Through Secret Streams, diffusively they bless, 

Grand Ree: vours F Public Happiness. 


This Society is protected by the Conſtitution, and every 
Perſon defireous of becoming a Member, may ſee the Path 
he is about to Tread. Its excellence indeed has been 
felt by Thouſands, whom it has relieved, and acknow- 
ledged by all well-diſpoſed Perſons, who have become en- 
titled to its Benefits; indeed its only Enemies are thoſe 
whoſe Vices and Enormities have obliged the Society ta 
expel as Members, and if ſuch a Diſcretionary Power were 
not veſted in its Heads, it would ſoon be over-run by a 
ſet of Diſorderly Wretches, who Trample on the Com- 
forts of their Fellow Creatures, where ever they are in- 
troduced; the Clamours of ſuch People; it is wiſhed the 
Impartial Reader will not liſten to, without making an In- 
quiry into their Origin; and if it ariſes from any Defect 
in the Management of their Plan, he is at Liberty to 


Condem it as ſeverely as he Pleaſes, but every Good 


which Human Wiſdom can Propoſe, is Subject to Cen- 
ſure 


74 
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ſure from the illiberal and Wicked, and ſuch as F ancy 


they are injured for, 


Envy does Merit, like its Shade Pursue, 
And like the Shadow, proves the Subsance Truc. 


Protected as this Society is by the LEGISLATURE, 


it is Improbable any real Injury can exiſt, and it is 


greatly to the Honor of this Society, that the Managers 
thereof alone; Particularly attended to the Progreſs of the 
Act for the Encouragement and Relief of Friendly So- 
cicty's in General, and when the Bill was in a very late 
Stage of it's Paſſage through the Houſe of Lords, they 
at a very Conſiderable Expence, and with unremitting 
Perſeverance, procured the addition of the Clauſe, which 


Empowers them to refer all Diſputes which may ariſe, in 


Conſequence of any Member, or other Perſon entitled to 
any Benefits of this Society, conceiving themſelves, ag- 
grieved by any Thing done, or omitted to be done by 
the Officers of this Society, to a Friendly Arbitration, by 
Perſons of an equal Number, to be named by the Party 
thinking himſelf aggrieved, and the Truſtees of the Society; 


a more equitable method of adjuſting differences, certainly 


could not be deviſed than that of truſting to the Inter- 
ference of a few Friends, as in ſuch an Appeal, we have no 
Reaſon to Fear, either that Litigation can be provoked, 


or the Diviſion of the contending Parties made wider ; the 
Common Conſequence of appealing to Law, in Diſſen- 
tions which Friendſhip might Amicably Terminate, with 
more Satisfaction, and far leſs Expence or Trouble. 


AN legalized Societies are much indebted to Mr. Roſe, | 


the Member of Parliament; to whoſe Judgment | in framing, 


ang 
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of Families are Objects of this Society's Conſideration; but 


Parts, and therefore eyery Acquitition to our Number, will 


have united together, to chear the painful Pilgrimage through 
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and Activity in carrying the Bill * Legalizing certain 3 
Societies through Parliament; much praiſe is due, as he 
thereby has inſured Protection to a Number of Honeſt and 
well-meanlng Perſons, who without having their Rights 
ſecured by the Legiſlature, would have been Fearful of con- 
fiding their little all to Men, who had no Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, to deter them from making an ill Uſe of it ; he has 
alſo done the Public an Important Service, by relieving the 
Pariſhes from ſome deceaſed and needy Wretches, who fre- 
quently become Burthens to them, for not only the Parents 


alſo the Aliowance made to the Widows, of Free Members 
is ſuch as may enable her to Struggle on without being neceſ- 
ſlated to apply to a Pariſh for Support; Orphans too which 
are perpetually thrown on Workhouſes, at the deceaſe of 
their Parents, are by the Laws of this Inſtitution, wholly 
provided for at its Expence. 


Have only to add that the Perfect Operations of every 
Syſtem, muſt depend on the Strength and Solidity of its 


Furniſh us with more Extenſive Means of effecting the 
Relief and Comfort of thoſe who have a Claim to our wonted 
Care, and it is thus, that the ends of Human Society, are 
anſwered the Protection of a God, who delighteth in the 
Happineſs of his Creatures, will ever reſt over a few, who 


this world by Acts of Good-fellowſhip, and Mutual kind- 
nels to each other, who have connected themſelves for the 
Laudable end of blunting thoſe Thorns which Pierce the 
naked Fect of Miſery, and form together one vaſt Chield 


againſt the attacks of cvery Species of Calamity, to which 
Human Nature is liable. 
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S there a Heart alive to Friendſhip's Charms, 

Which pity Softens, or which kindneſs Warms; 
Is there a Breaſt, which feels the genial Fire, 
The ſocial Charities of Life inſpire; 
Such will that firm, that F rtendly Bond approve, 
4 Which binds mankind, in one vaſt chain of Love; 
2 Such in my Song, with fervent zeal will join, 
Will feel the warmth, that wakes a lay like mine; 
They ſhare with Joy, her genuine ſprightly ſtrain, 
They drop the pitying Tear with wretched Pain; 
| They love to pour on wants unhappy Breaſt, 
That Balm which bids the ſigh of ſuffring reſt ; 
If ought is dear, to Heaven's benignant Eye, 
"Tis the ſweet incence, virtuous Acts ſupply ; 
With joy th' Almighty ſees his Children Move, 
In one harmonious round of Social Love; 
Bright ſhines his Image, in the Human Soul, 
When each Unites to aid, to bleſs the Whole; 
And on that Soil, where ſuch Affections Grow, 
He bids the Choiceſt Streams of favor flow; 
His are this Choſen few, by Friendſhip Bound, 
Who heal by mutual care, Afflictions Wound; 
Who in the Chearful Day of Summer, Store 
JJ; Treaſures to chear the Winter's dreary Hour; 
I: To bid the gloomy Face of Famine Smile, 
5 And the keen throbs of Agony beguile; 
+ His Providence, to all their wants ſhall Pour, 
\ Like the good Widow's Cruiſe, a ceaſeleſs ſtore ; 
; | To ſuch hall his peculiar care be given, 
For Love and Charity, are born 0: "Teas en. 
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10 ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS 

SHALL COME.—— WHEREAS, on or about 
the 26th. Day of OCTOBER, in the YEAR 1773, divers 
Perſons formed themſelves into a Society, Intituled, « THE - 
REE BRITISH SOCIETY,” for the Purpoſe of raiſing 
and eftabliſhing a Fund, to be applied to the laudable Pur- 
poſes of mutually Relieving, Aſſiſting, and Supporting the 
Members thereof, their Families, Widows, and Children of 
deceaſed Members, in Caſes of Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Blindneſs, 
Superannuation, Death, and other Incidents and Caſualties; 
And the ſaid Society, about the Year 1779, became conſi- 


derably increaſed, and by a certain Deed, by Way of Policy, 


bearing Date the Twenty-fourth Day of March, in the ſaid 
Fear 1 779, which was Inrolled in His Majeſty's Court of 
King's Bench, and in which Deed the ſaid Society was 
ſtiled, and hath ever ſince been called and known by the Name 
of <THE BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY.” 


Ihe Members of the ſaid Society mutually concluded and 
agreed, that they would be governed, guided, and bound by 
Perſons named, and to be named and elected as a Com- 
mittee, and therein termed and called a Court of Directors; 
and that the Buſineſs, Affairs, and Concerns of the ſaid 
Society, ſhould be tranſacted, conducted, ſettled, regulated 
and carried on by them; and Power was by the ſaid Deed 
given and reserved for the ſaid COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
to make and conſtitute ſuch, and ſo many reaſonable Statutes, 
Bye Laws, Rules, Orders, and Ordinances as from Time to 

2 Time 
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Time ſhould appear neceflary, for the. better carrying on, 
upholding, maintaining, and regulating the Deſigns, Affairs, 
and Concerns of the ſaid Society; and again, at their Pleaſure 
to revoke, annul, make void, alter, amend or make anew, 
as change of Time, or the Affairs and Concerns of the ſaid 
Society might from Time to Time require, and be under and 
ſubject, to the ſeveral. Articles, Conditions, Clauſes, and 
Agreements therein after expreſſed and contained, and the 
Rules, Orders, and Regulations which ſhould afterwards 
be made by the faid Court of Directors: And all the 
Members of the faid Society have been admitted Members 
thereof, under and ſubject to all ſuch Laws, Orders, Rules, 
apd Regulations ; and the Affairs and concerns of the ſaid 
Society have been, and now Continue to be tranſacted, con- 
ducted, ſettled, adjuſted and carried on by the ſaid Committee, 
conſiſting of Nine Truſtees, a Treaſurer and a Secretary, 
who are deemed perpetual Directors, and Twenty-ſeven 
Directors annually elected, and who reſpectively are free 
Members of the faid Society, and have been duly nominated, 
elected, and choſen Directors or a Committee as aforeſaid ; 
and by the ſaid Laws, Rules and Regulations, it is ſtipulated 
and agreed, that the faid DIRECTORS ſhould hold a 
general Court at the principal Meeting-houſe of the ſaid 
Society, on the Third Wedneſday in each Month, and extra 
Courts or Meetings as often as Occaſion ſhould require, 
for the purpoſe of ſettling and adjuſting the Affairs and 
Concerns of the ſaid Society, and that the Determination 
ef the major part of the ſaid COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
mould be binding and deciſive in all Caſes concerning the 


12d Society. 3 


That 
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That the Offices of Truſtees, Treaſurer and Secretary 
ould be held during Life, provided the Perſons elected there- 

to ſhould reſpectively conform to the Laws, Rules and Regu- 
lations of the ſaid Society; and Perſons were annually to bo 
elected to the Office of Directors; and the reſpective Per- 
ſons named in the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Articles herein 
after contained, have been duly elected to the Offices of 
Truſtees, Treaſurer, Secretary and Directors of this So- 
ciety, by whom the Affairs and Concerns of the ſaid Society 
are now tranſacted, ſettled, managed, conducted, and carried on; 
the Members of the ſaid Society having by the ſaid Deed or 
Policy delegated to them and inveſted them as a Committee, 
under the Name or Title of a Court of Directors, with their 
full and entire Power and Authority for ſo doing, \as the 
Repreſentatives of the Members of the ſaid Society at large. 


AND WHEREAS in and by an Admiſſion, Declaration, 
or Appointment in Writing, bearing Date the Firſt Day of 
October, 1794, Signed and Subſcribed by the major part of the 
Members of this Society, they have thereby reſpectively admit- 
ted, that the Perſons named in the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Articles herein after contained, have as therein mentioned, been 
duly and legally elected Truſtees, Treaſurer, Secretary and 
Directors, and compoſe the preſent Committee or Directors 
of this Society, and that they as the reſpective Members 
of the ſaid Society, had delegated and inveſted the ſaid Per- 
ſons as a Committee, and do thereby reſpectively nominate, | 
deligate and inveſt the faid ſeveral Perſons as a Committee, ! 
by the Name of Directors; with their full entire Power and 
Authority as Members of the ſaid Socicty, fully and abſolute- 
ly to govern, tranſact, manage, regulate, conduct and carry | 
on all and every the Affairs and Concerns of the ſaid Society 


en behalf of themſelves, and all the ref of the Members | 
| B2- thereof; 
4 
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1 thereof; and from Time to Time to aſſemble together, and to 
make ard conſtitute ſuch proper and wholeſome Rules, Orders 
and Regulations as to them ſhould ſeem meet, and to impoſe 
and inflict ſuch reaſonable Fines and Forſcitures to be paid, 
| for the Benefit of the ſaid Society, upon the ſeveral Members 
of the ſaid Society who ſhould offend againſt ſuch Rules, 
i Orders and Regulations, as ſhould be juſt and neceſſary for 
duly enforcing the ſame; and from Time to Time to 
alter and amend, all ſuch Rules Orders and Regulations as 
Occaſion ſhould require, and to annul and repeal the ſame ; 
and to make new Rules, Orders, and Regulations, but under 
ſuch reftriftions as are contained in the Act of Parliament 
in ſuch Caſe made and provided. 


77 And they do thereby further Teſtify and declare, that it is 

4 | their Wish and Deſire that the Rules, Orders and Regulations 

” to be made and conſtituted, ſhould be exhibited in 

qi | Writing to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Recorder 

ü 1 and Aldermen, Juſtices of the Peace, when aſſembled in the 

. next General Quarterly Seſſions of the Peace, to be holden 
| for the City of London, or at any Adjournment thereof, for al- 

lowance and Confirmation, agreeable to the Act of Parlia- 

| ment for the Encouragement and Relief of Friendly Societies. 


Subſcribed, having been legally appointed as a Committee, for 
Tuch and general Purpoſes for the mutual Benefit and Advan- 
| tage of all and every the Members of the ſaid BRITISH 
WH: ASSURANCE SOCIETY, have on behalf of ourſelves and 
| | all the reſt of the Members of the ſaid Society, agreed to all 
and every the Articles, Rules, Regulations and Reſtrictions 
blerein after mentioned and contained, and humbly claim 
| 4 the Allowance and Confirmation thereof, at the Time and : 


K 
þ 
| NOW KNOW YE, That we whoſe Names are 8 


in Manner above mentioned 
RULES 
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That this Society ſhall, from henceforth, continue to be 


called and perpetuated by the Name of the BRITISH 
ASSURANCE SOCIETY and that the ſaid Society is 


eſtabliſhed, and WE, as the DIRECTORS of the ſaid 
Society, and inveſted with full Power for ſuch Purpoſe, 
on behalf of ourſelves and the Reſt of the Members of the 
faid Society, DO declare, that the Society's preſent Stock or 
Fund has been raiſed, and the Subſcriptions, Fines, Penal- 
ties and Money, hereafter to be collected and received in 
purſuance of the following Articles. are reſpectively to be 
applied to the laudable Purpoſes of mutually aſſiſting or ſup- 
porting, benefiting and relieving the Members of the faid 
SOCIETY, the Widows, and Children of deceaſed Mem- 
bers, in caſes of Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Blindneſs, Superannu- 
ation, Death, and other Incidents and Caſualties, and 
for the raiſing a ſufficient, permanent and adequate Fund to 
anſwer ſuch laudable Ends and Deſigns. And the following 
Articles fully declare and direct all and every the Uſes and 
Purpoſes to which the Monies already raiſed and funded, as 
allo the Money which hereafter, ſhall from Time to Time 
de ſubſcribed, paid, or given to or for the Uſe or Benefit of 
this Society, or which ſhall ariſe therefrom, or ſhall in any- 
wiſe belong to this Society, ſhall be appropriated and applied, 
and in what Shares and Proportions, and under what Cir- 
cumſtances any Member of this Society, or other Perſon 
ſhall, or may become entitled to the ſame, or any Part there- 
of, agreeable to the Directions of the Af of Parliament in 


tuch 
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ſuch Caſe made and provided. And it is hereby declared, that the 
ſaid Monies, or the Produce of this Society's Stock or Fund, 
ſhall not be i diverted or applied, than in Manner as 


is hereafter mentioned, preſcribed, limited, declared and ſet 
forth. 


(| II. That all and every the Affairs and Concerns of this 
5 Society ſhall from henceforth, and in Mannner herein aſter 
[ mentioned, be governed and managed by Perſons elected 
317 and to be elected and choſen in Manner herein after men- 
1 tioned, and ſet forth as a ſtanding Committee, which ſaid 
Committee, when full, ſhall conſiſt of Nine Truſtees, a 
Treaſurer, and a Secretary, which ſaid Truſtees, Treaſurer 
1 and Secretary are hereby declared to be perpetual Directors, 
| ö and Twenty-Seven Directors, who are reſpectively to hold 
| | f their ſeveral Offices for and during the Term, Period, or 
Ml | Time herein after limitted and declared; and that it ſhall and 
} may be lawful for the ſaid Directors, or any Fifteen of them, 
whereof the Treaſurer and Secretary, or their Deputies for 
the Time being, ſhall be Two, to hold a Court or General 
Meeting at the Socicty's Hall, No. 129, Alderſgate-Street, 
London, or other principal Meeting Houſe, on the third 
Wedneſday in every Month, or oftner if found neceſſary ; 
and extra Meetings to be convened by a General Summons, 
for the purpoſe of governing, ſettling, adjuſting and deciding 
the Affairs and Concerns of the ſaid Society. And any Thir- 
teen of the Directors, with the ſaid Treaſurer and Secretary, 
or their Deputies are hereby declared and deemed competent 
ll | to proceed on, tranſact and decide the Buſineſs then neceſſary 
11 to be tranſacted and decided on, by the vote of the Majority of 
1 the Directors then preſent; and the ſaid Directors preſent ſhall 
elect and name from amongſt themſelves a Preſident, to preſide. 
as ſuch during ſuch Meeting, And Minutes ſhall be made 
and entered into a Book, to be provided for ſuch Purpoſe, of 
| | | all 


5 


all the Buſineſs done and tranſacted, ordered, adjudged and de- 
termined at ſuch Meeting; and the Preſident ſhall ſign and ſub- 
fcribe ſuch Minutes. And the Doings, Tranſactions, Adjudi- 
cations, Determinations, Deciſions and Directions of the Majo- 
rity of the Directors preſent at ſuch Meeting ſhall be final and 
deciſive, and be ftrictly adhered to and complied with, unleſs 
repugnant to any of the Articles or Laws herein contained 
and allowed of and confirmed; but ſubje& nevertheleſs to an 
Appeal by Arbitration, agreeable to the fifty-third Article 


herein contained. 


III. That James Bicknell, Benjamin Rouler, John Browne, 
Chriſtopher Howard Bullock, James Hemp, Stephen 
Davies, Thomas Stead, Leonard William Johnſon, and John 
Banks, who have been reſpectively duly elected to the Office 
of Truſtees, as ſoon as conveniently may be after the allow- 
ance and confirmation of theſe Articles in Manner as pre- 
ſeribed by act of Parliament, ſhall become bound with Two 
ſufficient Sureties, to be approved of by the Majority of the 
Directors attending at any of their general or extra Meetings for 
the faithful Execution of the Truſt of their ſaid Office, and for 
rendering a juſt aud true Account according to the legal Rules, 
Orders, and Regulations of this Society; and in all lawful 
Matters to pay Obedience to the fame, in ſuch penal Sum or 
Sums of Money as the Directors of this Socicty preſent at 
any of their general or extra Meetings, to be convened as 
aforeſaid, may deem neceſſary and expedient. And on the faid 
Truſtees reſpectively giving and entering into ſuch Surety, 
ſhall reſpectively be and continue in their ſaid Office, and be 
deemed perpetual Directors for and during the Terms of 
their natural Lives, unleſs they ſhall reſign or be removed 
or expelled therefrom for ſome juſt and reaſonabie Caule 


IV. hat | 
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IV. That Thomas Wild, of No. 121, Wood-Street, 
London, Attorney at Law, who has been duly elected Trea- | 
ſurer of the ſaid Society, and Joſeph Potter, who is the 
Framer and Founder, and has been duly elected to the Office 
"MW: of Secretary to the ſaid Society as ſoon as conveniently may 
| | | de after the Allowance and Confirmation of theſe Articles, 
as preſcribed by Act of Parliament, ſhall each become 
bound with Two (or the Treaſurer, if judged expedient 
and neceſſary in more than Two) ſufficient Sureties to be as 
= before-mentioned approved of by a Majority of the 
Court of Directors, at any of the faid general, or 
extra Mectings to be convened and held as afore- 
| faid for the faithful Execution or Truſt of their ſaid 
| reſpective Offices, and for rendering a juſt and true account 
according to the legal Rules, Orders, and Regulations of this 
Society; and in all Jawful Matters to pay Obedience to 
the ſame in ſuch penal Sum or Sums of Money as the Di- 
rectors of this Society preſent at any of their general or 
extra Meetings to be convened as aforefaid may deem ne- 
ceſſary and expedient, and on the ſaid Treaſurer and Secretary | 
reſpectively entering into and giving ſuch Surety ſhall re- 
ſpectively hold and continue their ſaid reſpective Offices of 
Treaſurer and Secretary, and be perpetual Directors for and 
during the Terms of their reſpective natural Lives, unleſs 
they ſhall reſign, or be removed, or expelled. therefrom for 
ſome juſt and reaſonable Cauſe. 
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V. That Gcorge Watſon Wood, Charles Maul, Thomas 
Wilſon, Charles Sangſter, Thomas Har, Thomas Symons, 
John Shepherd, Neville Pendigraſs, Robert Hudſwell, James 
Corner, John Roughead, James Huke, Thomas Carey, 

| | Edward Maſon, Thomas Bottwright, John Troby, Samuel 
14 | Hill, William Carter, William Hudſwell, Joſiah Bowring, 
| | Frederick F her, John Suatt, Dan Warner Harley, Thomas 
1 Norris, 


. 


Norris, Thos. Blatch, George Bartley, and Samuel-Lawrence 
Baldwin, who have reſpectiyely been duly elected Directors 
ef this Society, by the Votes of the Members at large, 
together with the before· mentioned Truſtees, Treaſurer, 
and Secretary, and who reſpectively are all free Members 
of this Society, ſhall be the firſt and preſent Committee 
or Directors, of this Society, and are hereby nominated 
and appointed a Committee for general Purpoſes, and as 
ſuch Committee or Directors, and the Repreſentatives of 
all the Members at large, are inveſted with the Powers 
and Authorities herein after mentioned and ſet forth, and 
with full, abſolute, and entire Power, for governing, guiding, 
and managing in Manner herein before and after mentioned, 
all and every the Affairs and Concerns of this Society, and the 
ſaid Committee ſhall in Manner herein before and after ſet 
forth, have perpetual Succeſſion ag a ſtanding Committee 
for general Purpoſes, 


VI. That the before named Truſtees, Treaſurer, Secretary 
and other Directors ſhall as ſoon as conveniently may be 
after the Allowance and Confirmation of theſe Articles, and 
before they ſhall afterwards proceed to act in the Truſts or 
Powers repoſed in and delegated to them as aforeſaid, and alſo 
every hereafter nominated and elected Director ſhall, before he 
proceeds to act in the ſaid Truſts or Powers, ſubſcribe and be 
ſworn before one of the Aldermen of the City of London to 
an Affidavit in Writing to the following Tenor and Effect. 


We do hereby ſolemnly ſwear, proteſt and declare, that we 
will well and faithfully perform and execute the ſcveral 
powers and Authorities delegated to and veſted in us, as 
Directors of the Britiſh Aſſurance Society, and that wide 
*. Favour or Affection, Prejudice or Malice, either towards 
cor againſt any Officer, Member, or Servant of the Society, 
*or any Perſon or Perſons whomſoever claiming any Right 


f or Intereſt of or from the ſaid Society,” | 
C VII. 
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VII. That in Caſe of the Death, Reſignation, Removal or 
Expulſion of any one or more of the Truſtees, the "Treaſures 
or Secretary of this Socicty, the Vacancy occaſioned thereby 
all, as to the faid Jruſtees, within the Space of Two Calen- 
dar Months next afterwards, and of the Treaſurer or Secretary, 
within the Space of Three Calendar Months next afterwards, 


be advertiſed in the Front Page of one or more of the Public 
Newſpapers, and therein a. Day and Time ſhall be named, 
to be appointed. by the Treaſurer or Secretary and any 
Three of the remaining Truftees, or by any Six of the 
faid "Truſtees, for the Election, (Six Days previous to ſuch 


Election) of One or more Perſon or Perſons, free Members of 


this Society, to fill up ſuch Vacancy, and the ſame ſhall be 


filled up by the Majority of Votes of ſuch of the Members 


of this Society who ſhall attend and give their Vote on the 
Day, and during the Hours, to be as above nominated and 
appointed for the ſame; and the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall 
be ſo elected, on entering into and giving ſufficient Surety, 


as mentioned or directed by the third and fourth Articles, and 


being Sworn in as before directed, ſhall take upon himſelf 
or themſelves the Office and Truſts of a Truſtee or 
Truſtees, 'Treafurer or Secretary, in the Room or Stead of 
the Perſon or Perſoas whoſe Death, Reſignation, Removal, 
or Expulſion occaſioned ſuch Vacancy, for and during the 
Term of his or their natural Lives, unleſs he or they ſhall 
reſign, be removed, or expelled therefrom, for ſome juſt 
and reaſonable Caule. | | 


VIII. That the Twenty-ſeven Directors elected as before 
ftated, by the Votes of the Members at large, and Perſors 
hereafter to be elected in their Stead, ſhall reſpectively hold 
their faxd Office of Directors of this Society for the Term 
or Ines s reſpectiv a aud the faid Office, nd the Truſts or 
Powers 
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Powers delegated to them to ceaſe and be determinable, and 
en ſuch Determination other Perſon or Perſons to be nomi- 
nated and elected in their Stead, in Manner herein after men- 
tioned, limitted, and ſet forth; unleſs any of the ſaid Directors 
mall reſign, or be removed, or expeRed therefrom for ſome juſt 
and reaſonable Caufe, viz. The preſent before mentioned 
T wenty-ſeven Directors fhall reſpectively held their faid 
reſpective Offices (unleſs ſooner vacated in Manner before 
mentioned) until the firft Monday in the Month of June next 
following the Allowance and Confirmation of theſe Articles, \ 
in Manner as preſcribed by A& of Parliament, when all 
their Powers, as Directors, ſhall ceaſe and be diſſolved, and 
the Vacancy occaſioned thereby fhall be filled up by Twenty- 
ſeven Perſons, all free Members of this Society, to be elected 
to fill up ſuch Vacancy, and the ſame ſhall be filled up on 
the following Monday by the Majority of Votes of ſuch of 
the Members of this Society at large who ſhall attend and 
give their Vote at the Time appointed for ſuch Purpoſe ; 
all of which faid Twenty- ſeven Directors, to be elected as 
aforeſaid, ſhall hold their ſaid Office until the firſt Monday in 
the Month of the then next following June, when Nine 
out of the Twenty even 10 laſt elected Directers ſhall, by 
Ballot, give up their Office, and their Power as Directors 
ceaſe, and the Vacancy occaſioned thereby fhall in Manner 
as before ſet forth, as to the ſaid T'wenty-ſeven laſt elected 
Directors, be filled up, on the following Monday, by the 
Election of Nine other Perſons, free Members of this 
Society, to be elected in their Stead, by the Majority of Votes 
of the Members of this Society at large, voting in Manner 
as before ſet forth at the ſaid Election; and that on the firſt 
Monday in the then next following Month of June, Nine 
others of the remaining Lighteen Directors ſhall, by Ballot, 
go put of Office, and the Powers delegated to them as Di- 
| C 2 rectors 
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tectors ſhall ceaſe and determine, and the Vacancy occaſioned 
thereby ſhall likewiſe, in Manner as before ſet forth, on the 
following Monday be filled up by the Election of Nine other 
Perſons, free Members of this Society; to be elected in their 
Stead, by the Majority of Votes of the Members of this 
Society at-large; voting in Manner as before ſet forth at the 
faid Election; and that on the firſt Monday in the then next 


following Month of June the Powers of the Reſidue of and 


remaining Part of the ſaid Twenty- ſeven Directors ſhall ceaſe 
and determine, ard the Vacancy occaſioned thereby ſhall in 
like Manner, and as before Rated, on the following Monday 
be filled up by the Election of Nine other Perſons; free 
Members of this Society; to be elected in their Stead; and 
that on the firſt Monday in the Month of June; in every 
ſucceſſive and ſucceeding Year, Nine Perſons, free Members 
of this Society ſhall, by an Election to be held on the fol- 
towing Monday; in Manner before preſcribed, be elected to 
the Office of Directois, in the Stead and Place of ſuch of 
the faid Twenty - ſeven Directors, as ſhall have held 
their ſaid Office for Three RE I $2 and in Caſe of 
the Death, Reſignation, Removal, or Expulſion of any one, 
or more of the ſaid Twenty ſeven Directors; the V acaney 


ccaſioned thereby ſhall be filled up by Perſons, free Members 


of this Society, to be elected in Manner as before preſcribed, 
by the Votes of the Members of this Society at large, in 
the Place and of the Stead of ſich other ſaid Directors, whoſe 
Death, Reſignation, Removal, or Expulſion occaſioned ſuch 
Vacancy, and for the like Term and Duration as any of ſuch 
Perſon's reſpectively would have filled the ſame, 


IX. That all Elections for Truſtees, Treaſurer; Secretary, 


and Directors ſhall be at the principal Meeting Houſe of this 


Society, and no where elſe. 
X. That 
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X. That the faid Court of Directors for the Time 
being, ſhall at all and every their general or extra Meet- 
ings, to be held ns aforeſaid, hear, try, adjudge and de- 
termine all Cauſes; Charges, and Complaints, touching er 
concerning this Society, or the Members or Servants thereof, 
and ſhall on the hearing of ſuch Cauſes, Charges, and Com- 
plaints, when judged expedient and according to the Degree, 


Nature and Enormity of the Offence, impoſe and inflict 


ſuch reaſonable Fine or Forfeitures upon ſuch of the Mem- 
bers of this Society as ſhall offend againſt all or any of the 
Rules, Orders, or Regulations of this Society, as ſhall be juſt 
and neceſſary for duly enforcing the ſame; which Fines and 
Forfeitures ſhall be reſpectively paid to the Treaſurer or Se- 
cretary of this Society, for the Uſe and in Aid of the Society's 
general Stock, to be appropriated and applied. in Manner as 
ſet forth in theſe Articles, and generally to tranſact, govern, 
order and direct all and every the Affairs and Concerns of 


this Society; and all ſuch the Adjudications, Determinations, 


Impoſitions, Tranſations, Orders and Directions of the 
major Part of the Perſons compoſing the then Court of 
Directors ſhall be binding and deciſive, and ſhall be 
done and executed, ſubmitted to, paid and compiled with 
if not contrary or repugnant to theſe or any hereafter con- 
firmed Article, Rule, Order or Regulation, or the Laws of 


this Realm, or not diſcharged, annulled, and declared 


void on Appeal by Arbitrators to be nominated in Manner as 
{et forth in the Fifty-third Article herein after contained. 


XI. That the Majority of the ſaid Court of Directors, at 
any of their ſaid general or extra Meetings, ſhall and may 
appoint ſuch Number of the ſaid Directors, not leſs than 11 
or, if judged expedient, other the free Members of this So- 
ciety, being not leſs than 11 as may be deemed neceſſary and 
expedient, as a Committee for any particular Purpoſe or Pur- 

poſcs, 
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7 a2 } 
poſes, agreeable to and in Manner as preſcribed by the Act of 


Parliament in ſuch Caſe made and provided, and ſhall and may 
alſo from Time to Time at any of ſuch Meetings make ſuch 


and. ſo many reaſonable Bye Laws and Regulations as from 
Time to Time ſhall appear neceſlary for the better carrying 


on, upholding, maintaining and regulating the Affairs and Con- 


cerns of this Society; and alſo for kecping good Order, Decen- 
cy and Decorum in the ſaid Court of Directors, and the 
Members compoſing the fame; as alſo all the reſt of the 
Members or Servants of this Society; at any of their Meet- 
ings or otherwiſe and the fame Bye Laws and Regula- 
tions ſo to be made, again to revoke, annul, make void, 
alter, amend, or make anew, as change of Time or the 
Affairs and Concerns of this Society may from Time to 
Time require. Provided nevertheleſs ſuch Bye-Laws and 


Regulations to be made, revoked, annulled, made void, al- 


tered, amended, or made anew, ſhall not be contrary to or 
repugnant to any confirmed Rule, Order, or Regulation or 
to the Laws of this Realm, 


XII. That the laid COURT OF DIRECTORS, for 
the Time being, ſhall at one of their faid general or extra 
Meetings, to be held as aforeſaid, and as ſoon as conveniently 
may be after the Receipt of the Quarterly Subſcriptions or 
other Payments to be made in the Months of January, April, 
July and October, in every Year, as herein after mentioned, 


nominate and appoint five of the Directors for the Time 


being (none of them being a Truſtee,) which ſaid Five Per- 
ſons, or any Three of them, ſhall audit and inſpect the 
Society's Quarterly Accounts of all Monies received and diſ. 
burſed or expended during the previous Quarter, and appoint 
a Time and hold a Meeting for ſuch Purpoſe, and from Time 
to Time adjourn the fame if neceflary ; and the Treaſurer 
and Sccrętary, and all and every other Officer and Officers, 

Meſſenger, 
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( 23 ) 
Meſſenger, Servant, or Member whatever, who are, or ſhall, 
or may be appointed to any Office in any wile touching or 


concerning the Receipt, Management, or Expenditure of any 
Sum or Sums of Money of or in any wiſe belonging to this 


Society, ſhall, om Summons or Notice, attend at all or any 


of ſuch Meetings, and produce their reſpective Accounts; 
and the faid Auditors are to examine into the Uſe or Uſes 


for which the Diſburſements or Expenditures were made, 


and aſcertain the Balance and Amount of the Society's Caſh 
and Stock or Fund; and if the faid Accounts are juſt and 
right, to certify or ſubſcribe the ſame, and report the Par- 
ticulars or Amount of the Receipts and Diſburſements, to- 
gether with the Total Amount of the Society's Stock or 
Fund, and of what the ſame conſiſts, and how aſcertained, 
to the Directors, at their next general or extra Meeting, 
which, if juſt and right, are to paſs the fame, or otherwiſe to 

make ſuch Order and Direction therein as may be deemed 
moſt expedient; and the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall 


alſo from Time to Time, as Occaſion may require, appoint 


a ſufficient Number of Perſons from amongſt themſelves, as 
viſiting Members, who are, in Rotation, and in Manner as 
ſhall be deemed moſt expedient, regularly, and as often as 
Occaſion may require, or may be deemed neceſſary, to viſit 


all the ſick or afflicted Members of this Society, reſident 


within Twelve Miles from the Society's principal Meeting- 
Houſe, or ſuch other Diſtance as the faid Court of Directors 


may deem expedient; and ſhall take Account whether 


they are regularly paid by the Perſon or Perſons appointed 
for ſuch Purpoſe; and, by the Aid of medical Men, or 


_ otherwiſe, to enquire minutely into the Cauſe and Nature of 


the Sickneſs or other Infirmity under which ſuch ſick Perſons 
reſpectively labour and languiſh, and to attend from Time 


to Time to the Progreſs of ſuch their Sickneſs or Infirmity : 
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and it is hereby declared that the ſaid Court of Directors 
are veſted with Power and Authority, to enforce and take 


Care, that the ſick or afflicted Members uſe, and are provided 


with the moſt proper Means of aſſi ſting their Cure. 


XIII. That the faid COURT OF DIRECTORS, for 
the Time being, ſhall and may, from Time to Time, at any 
of their general or extra Meetings, eleCt, nominate, put in, 
chooſe, or appoint ſuch inferior Officers, or other Servants, as 
ſhall or may be deemed neceſſary, for fuch Space of Time, 
and for ſuch Purpoſes as may be judged expedient ; and ſhall 
and may alſo, at thejr Will and Pleaſure, remove all ſuch 


inferior Officers or other Seryants ; and alſo ſhall and may 


reward ſuch inferior Officers or other Servants with the Pay- 


ment of ſuch reaſonable Salary or Sums of Money as may 
be adjudged right to recompence them for, and adequate to the 


Services to be done and performed by them, touching this 
Society, and for the true Intereſt thereof; and ſhall and may 


alſo award, order and direct all ſuch Sums of Money which 
{hall or may be paid to ſuch inferior Officers or other Ser- 
vants, or which may be neceſſarily expended or diſburſed, 
or judged neceſſary, touching the viſiting the ſick and afflicted 
Members of this Society, or other travelling Charges of 
Journies on the Buſineſs of this Society, or tlie carrying into 


Exccution and Effect all and every the Truſts of theſe Ar- 
ticles, to be paid by the Secretary or Treaſurer for the Time 


being, and deducted out of the Society's Stock or Fund. 


XIV. That if the COURT OF DIRECTORS, for 
the Time being, ſhall at any Time hereafter find it neceſſary 
and expedient vB the recovering, protecting, or defending 
any of the Society's r, Goods, or Chattels, Intereſts, 

Rights, 


( 25 ) 

Rights or Privileges, to commence or defend any Suit or Suits 
in Law or Equity, they ſhall and may order and dire& the 
ſame; and all Suits ſo commenced or proſecuted ſhall be pro- 
ſecuted and carried on in the Name of the Treaſurer only, 
or ſuch One or more of the Truſtees, or in the joint Names 
of the Treafurer or Secretary, and ſuch One or more of the 
Truſtee or Truſtees, for the Time being, as maybe neceſſary | 
or judged moſt expedient for the Benefit of this Society; 
and all Expences attending the ſame. ſhall be paid out of this 
Society's Stock. Fw | | 


XV. That the Treaſurer, for the Time being, ſhall be : 
allowed to nominate and appoint One or more Perſon or Per- 
ſons, free Members of this Society, as One or more Deputy 
or Deputies under him; and the ſaid T reaſurer, or his Deputy, 
ſhall attend every Mecting of this Society, public or private, 
or Whereſcever held: and all Monies received by any of the 
Officers, Servants, or Members of this Society Thall be paid 
to the ſaid Treaſurer, or his Deputy, once a Week, when 
required, and by him paid into the hands of the Society's 
Banker, in ſuch Manner as the Court of Directors, for the 
Time being, ſhall direct and appoint, and the ſaid Treaſurer 
ſhall make a proper Entry of all Sums of Money ſo received 
by him, and of the Society's Stock, and of the Particulars 
thereof; and the ſaid Treaſurer, for the Time being, for and 
in Conſideration of his Trouble and Attendance, in the Exe- 
cution of his ſaid Office, ſhall be allowed and paid Two- 
pence per Quarter for each Member the faid Society ſhall or 
may contain, and alſo Three-pence out of the Admiſſion 
Money of each new admitted Member, 


XVI. That the Secretary, for the Time being, ſhall be 
allowed to nominate and appoint One or more Perſon or 


Petſons, free Members of this Socitey, as One or more 

Deputy or Deputies under him; and the ſaid Secretary or his 

Deputy ſhall attend every Meeting of this Society, public or 
| D 


private, 
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private, or whereſoever held, and ſhall make proper Entries 
in the Books of this Society of all the Society's Dealings 
and Concerns, in ſuch Books and in ſuch Manner as ſhall be 
beſt approved of and ordered and directed by the Court of 
Directors for the Time being, at any of their general or extra 
Meetings, and alfo the Particulars of all Monies received. and 
expended; and ſhall, in a Day-Book to be kept for ſuch Pur- 
poſe, make a proper Entry of all Monjes received, and on what 
Account the ſame received, when, and as the ſame ſhall be fo 
received; and ſhall on requeſt pay all Monies received by 
him to the Treaſurer, for the Uſe of this Society, and ſhall 
do, perform, and execute all and ſingular ſuch Matters, 
Affairs and Concerns as of right appertains and belongs to 


the faid Office of Secretary. And the preſent Secretary, as 


* 


ſoon as conveniently may be after the Allowance and Con- 
firmation of theſe Articles, and alſo every hereafter elected 
Secretary, ſhall, before he ſhall enter on the ſaid Office of 
Secretary, be ſworn before One of the Aldermen of the City 
of London, to an Affidavit in Writing, as follows 


J A. B. do ſwear, that I will not knowingly he; or if 
in my Power to prevent, permit or ſuffer to be made, 
„ any falſe Entry or Entries in any of the Book or Books of 


© this Society, but will duly enter or cauſe to be entered, 


call Money received and paid by me, or any other Perſon, 
© by my order for the Uſe of this Society, and will not con- 
© ceal the fame, or any Part thereof, from the Directors or 
© Auditors of Accounts of this Society, and that I will 
«faithfully and truly execute the Office of Secretary of this 
© Sociey, to the beſt of my Power, ſo help me God. 


And the Secretary, for the Time being, for and in Conſi- 
deration of his Trouble and Attendance in the Execution, 
of his ſaid Office, ſhall be allowed and paid Five-pence per 
Quarter for each Member this Society ſhall or may contain, | 


aud alio Three-pence. out of the Admiſſion Money of each 
new admitted Member, 
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XVI. That Charles Ward, the preſent Mcfenger to this 
Society, ſhall be continued in ſuch Office during his natural 
Life, provided he performs and executes the Duties and 
Services ordered by the Court of Directors to be performed 
and executed by him as Meſſenger; and he ſhall, 
be attendant on the Secretary for the Time being, 
to receive Inſtructions for tranſacting and performing 
the ſeveral Duties of his ſaid Office of Meſſenger, 
and ſhall regularly and duly pay all weekly and other Sum 
and Sums of Money due to the ſeveral ſick and afflicted 
Members, Widows and Orphans belonging to this Society, 
and conform himſelf to all the Rules, Orders and Regulations 
thereof; and as a Conſideration for his Trouble and due 
Execution of his Office, he ſhall be paid and allowed 
Three-pence per Quarter for each Member this Society ſhall 
or may contain, and alſo Fhree-pence out of the Admiſſion 
Money of each new admitted Member, and ſhall likewiſe 
be paid Six-pence, for the Delivery of every non Payment 
Summons, and for the Delivery of every other Summons, © 
One Penny Summonſes for any general or extra Meeting of 
the Court of Directors, or any Committee thereof, or for 


Auditors of Accounts only excepted. 


XVIII, That every Perſon defirous of beans: a Member 
of this Society, and ſhall previous to his Admiſſion ſign a 
Declaration in Writing that he js well affected to his pre- 
tent Majeſty and the Britiſh Conſtitution, and of his Age, the 
State of his Health, his Trade or Calling, and alſo of the 
Age and State of the Health of his Wife and Children, 
(if any,) and ſuch Perſon, not being any of the Trades 
or Callings objected to by this Society, and which will be 
enumerated and ſet forth in ſuch Declaration or Admiſſion 
Agreement, and there being no reaſonable Objection to ſuch 
Perſon, as to his good Character, Morality, or otherwiſe, 
ſha}l be admitted a Member of this Society, on Payment | 
of the following Sums or Premiums for ſuch his Admiſſion, | 
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Vis, if andet Twenty-five Years of Age Fifteen Shillings, 
and the Advance of Six-pence for every Year above T wenty+ 
five and under Forty. And if ſuch Perſon is deſirous of 
making himſelf a free Member at the time of Admiſſion, he 
ſhall. be at Liberty ſo to do, upon Payment of the Sum of 
Three Pounds Fifteen Shillings, together with the additional 
Sums of Six-pence for every Year ; ſuch Perſon ſhall exceed 
Twenty-five and under Forty, above which Age, no Perſon 
ſhall be admitted, unleſs they Pay at the Time of Admiſſion 
a Sum equal to what the Admiſſion Premium, and Regular 
Quarterage would have amounted unto, if they had heen ad- 
mitted at Forty Vears of Age; to be computed at the rate 
of One Pound Twelve Shillings per Annum, And if ſuch 
Perſon exceeding Forty Years of Age, is deſirous of making 
himſelf a free Member at the Time of Admiſſion, he ſhall "ua 


at Liberty ſo to do, upon the Payment aforeſaid ; and of the 


further additional Sum of Four Pounds Nine Shillings, exclu- 
ſive of the Sum of One Pound Eight Shillings, the remaining 
Part of the Orphan Money to be paid as after-mentioned, and 


the Money to be paid for the regiſtering of Members Wives 


anf Children in the Books of this Society. 


XIX. That each Perſon at the Time of Admiſſion int 


this Society ſhall either pay down the Sum of Forty Shillings 
towards ſupporting the Orphan Benefit, or ſhall give a Note 
or Undertaking in Writing to the Treaſurer for the Time 
being, to pay the ſaid Sum of Forty Shillings with Intereſt 
on Demand; but ſo long as ſuch Perſon ſhall continue a 
Member the ſame ſhall be paid by Inſtallments of Two 
Shillings per Quarter, with ſuch Perſon's other regular 
Quarterly Subſcription Money; but in Caſe of ſuch Perſon's 
Diſcontinuance or Excluſion as a Member, ſo much of the 


ſaid Sum of Forty Shillings and Intereſt as ſhall remain un- 


paid, and all Arrears for Quarterage or otherwiſe to be forth- 


with recoverable and payable on Demand; and in Caſe of 


the Death ef ſuch Perſon dying, a free Member, the Deficiency | 
(if any) ſhall be moves out of the Funeral Money, al. 
low (4 


— 


fowed on the Death of ſuch Member. And if ſuch Perſon fo ta 
be admitted ſhall be a married Man he ſhall at the Time of 
his Admiſſion, pay for the Benefit of the Society's Stock the 
Sum of Two Shillings and Six-pence for the regiſtering the 
Age of his Wife in the Society's Books; and if ſuch Wife 
ſhall exceed Forty Years of Age he ſhall pay an additional 
Sum of Two Shillings and Six-pence for each Year ſhe ſhall 
exceed Forty Years of Age; and alſo the Sum of One Shilling 
and Six-pence for the regiſtering the Ages of each of ſuch of 
his Children (if any) as may afterwards become chm to 
this Society. 


XX. That the Court of Directors for the Time being 
ſhall and may, if thought moſt conducive to the Intereſt 
of this Society, raiſe the Price of Premiums for the Admiſ- 
ſion of Perſons either as free or to become free Members in 
this Society to ſuch ſum or Sums as may be thought moſt expe- 
dient, but not to exceed the Proportion of the Society's then 
Total Stock averaged to each Member it may contain. ! 


XXI. That no Perſon accuſtomed to Drunkenneſs, profane 
Swearing, or any other kind of Vice or Immoralities de- 
ſtructive of Health, the common good of Society, and beneath 
the dignity of Man, ſhall, if known to be ſuch, be admitted 
a Member of this Society; and in order to prevent the 
Continuance of any ſuch Perſon as a Member, or of any other 
Perſon againſt whom a reaſonable Objection can or may be 
made, the Court of Directors for the Time being, at any 
of their general or extra Meetings ſhall and may at any Time 
within Twelve Months after the Admiſſion of any Perſon as 
a Member into this Socfety, order and direct all Monies paid 
by any ſuch Member into the Treaſury of this Society, to be 
returned to him; and upon Payment, or a Tender of Pay- 
ment thereof, ſuch Perſon ſhall be diſcontinued a Member of | 
this Society, and from ſuch Time ſuch Perſon * be deemed 
as legally expelled the fame, | 


XXII. That each Member ſhall pay and ſubſcribe to the | 
Treaſury; 


1 


Treaſury of this Society the Sum of Eleven Shillings per 
hw for the firſt Four Quarters after his Adinifion, and 


| the two Shillings inſtallment off the Note or undertaking given 
| for Forty Shillings at the Time of Adnuſſion; and nuch Quar- 
Ro Payments ſhall be paid on ſuch Days and Times as ſhall 
de appointed for the Payments of the Diviſion (as herein after 


} 


and each Member at the Time of making their Seventh. 
| ji} Quarterly Payment ſhall ſubſcribe and pay the Sum of Nine 
i} Shillings for one Quarter's Money i in advance over and beſides 
che regular Quarter's Money then due, and ſhall continue to 


— — 


. —_ — 


— 


1 no ſuch 1 888 had been paid in advance. 
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j XXII. That every Perſon being a Batchelor or Widower 
at the Time of being admitted a Member of this Society, ſhall 
104 when married, if his Wife ſhall be under forty Vears of 
Age, pay the Sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence for the 
ere of his Wife, and if his Wife at the Time of 
= [' Marriage ſhall exceed Forty Years of Age, then he ſhall Pay 
ql {| the further additional Sums of Two Shillings and Sixpence 
ber every Year ſhe ſhall exceed Forty Years of Age; and all 
and every the Members of this Society thall after the Birth of 
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Default of regiſtering ſuch Wife or Children, within Six 
LI Months after Matriage 2, or the Birth of ſuch Child, ſhall on 
making ſuch Ritters be charged double the Sums above 


J i into the Treaſury of this Society, And no ſuch Regiſter 
1 al be afterwards. made or taken, unleſs ſuch Member 
Ind the Wife or Children to be regiſtered, ſhall be in good 


} 


br to take effect, only on the reſtoration of the good Health 
df ch Perſons reſpectively. 


i 


1 
1 


5 
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| the Sum of Eight Shillings per Quarter after wards, excluſive of 


ys) to which ſuch reſpective Member may belong; 


pay their regular Quarter! y Subſcription Money the ſame a as if 


every hereafter born Child, pay the Sum of One Shilling and 
| [| Six-pence for regiſtering the Age of every ſuch Child; and in 


| mentioned to ih charged, all which Sums ſhall be paid 


(Health at the Time the ſame ſhall be ſo made, or taken, 
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XXIV. That ſuch Perſons as are admitted Members of this 
Society under Forty Years of Age, who ſhall not when ad- 
mitted pay to make themſelves free Members, from the time 
of Admiſſion ſhall be deemed Free Members after having paid 
four Quarterly Payments, and half free Members after 
having paid Two Quarterly Payments; and ſuch Perſons as 
are admitted Members of this Society upwards of Forty Years 
of Age, and ſhall not when admitted pay to make themſelves 
Free Members from the time of their Admiſſion, ſhall be 
deemed Free Members after having paid Six Quarterly Pay- 
ments, and half Free Members after having paid Three 
Quarterly Payments, over and beſides the Premiums and Sums 


of Money herein before mentioned. 


XXV. That for the more om manner of receiving the 


Quarterly Subſcription and other Monies which may become 


due to this Society, the Members thereof ſhall be divided into 
different Diviſions and Days allotted for the Payment of the 


Members of each Diviſion, and the Perſons compoſing the 


firſt Diviſion ſhall pay their Quarterage and other Money due 


to the Society on the firſt Monday, for the ſecond Diviſion on the 


5 firſt Tueſday, and for third Diviſion on the firſt Wedneſday 
in the reſpective Months of January, April, July and October, 
and ſo on progreſſively for every hereafter formed Diviſion inthe 
ſaid Society, Yearly and every Year; and all Payments to be 


- _— — —— —_— —. 


made at the Socicty's principal Meeting-houſe ſhall be paid 


and the Societys Office, ſhall be open for the publicly 
doing and tranſacting all Buſineſs relative to this Society 
from Nine of the Clock in the Morning until Two 


o'Clock in the Afternoon, and from Five o' Clock in 


the Afternoon until Eight o' Clock in the Evening. And for 
the more ready receiving the Quarterly Subſcriptions and 
other Payments of ſome of the Members of this Society 
Reſident in the Country, the ſaid Court of Directors 
for the Time being ſhall and may in like Manner 


17 


E y have been heretofore accuſtomed to do to hold fuck | 
| Quarterly Meetings at diſtant Towns or Villages in the 
0 | Country for the Purpole of admitting Members and re- 
i | cciving Quarterly Contributions or Subſcriptions and other 
| Monies due to this Society, as they ſhall from Time to Time 
1 a neceſſary and expedient, and ſhall and may continue 

che fame at the Houſes already appointed for ſuch Purpoſe, 
i or diſcontinue or remove the ſame, and appoint ſuch and ſo 
Ws. many other. Houſes, and to diſcontinue and remove the ſame 
1 at their Will and Pleaſure as may beſt ſuit the true Intereſts 
of this Society, and as Change of Time and circumſtances 
| may requires - 


[ 
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if XXVI. That in ther to raiſe a ſufficient and permanent 
Fund to anſwer all the Purpoſes propoſed by this Beneficent 
* b Taſicurion, and fatisfy all legal Claims on the Treaſury thereof, 
5 | {| without impoveriſhing the Society's capital Stock, the Truſtees 
| j | of this Society for the Time being ſhall out of the Subſcrip- 
"i tions and Monies to be received on the Society's Account 
W annually fund the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds for each 
Thouſand of free Members this Society ſhall or may contain, 
1 1 the like proportion for any greater or leſſer Number than 
i One Thouſand Members, until the Society's principal Stock 
| 1 and Fund ſhall on the Average amount to Ten Pounds for each 
IF | Member this Society may contain. And unleſs the Monies 
17 10 be received by the Dividends, Intereſt and Proceeds of the 
1 {| Society s preſent Stock or Capital in Addition to the Subſerip- 
i tions and other Monies to be quarterly collected will be 
ee for ſuch Purpoſe after Payment of all Claims 
e e r to be paid by this Society, the Court of Directors 
For the ne being ſhall and may at any of their ſaid general or 
tra Meetings as aforeſaid levy ſuch Rates on the free 
Members of this Society, and order and direct that excluſive | 
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vf the Quatterly ſubſcriptions to be paid by the Members a 
before ſet forth, a further additional Sum, not exceeding Tw 
Shillings per Quarter, ſhall be paid by each Member on ſuch. 
Quarter Days, and for ſuch length of Time as may appear 
neceſſary to enable the Truſtees annually to fund the ſame, 
until this Society's principal Stock or Fund ſhall be aug= 
mented, to the Rate before mentioned. 


| XXVII. That a ſufficient Sum of | running Caſh ſhall be 
kept in the Hands of a Banker, in the Names of the Treaſurer, 


| 6 Scretaryʒ and ſuch and ſo many of the Truſtees as the Court 


of Directors for the Time being ſhall order and direct, to 
anſwer all legal Claims on the "Treaſury of this Society; and 
ſuch Sums of Money as the Court of Directors of this Society 
ſhall be of Opinion the Exigencies of this Society ſhall not call 
for the immediate Application or Expenditure of, to lay out, 
and diſpoſe of the ſame either in the Public Funds, Govern- 
ment or other Public or Private Securities, as ſhall be approved 
of by the ſaid Court of Directors for the Time being; and all 
MãꝰV.onies inveſted in the Funds ſhall be placed in the Names of 
Three of the Truſtees of this Society who ſhall have given 
Security for the due Execution of the Truſts of their ſaid Office; 
and the Monies to be placed or laid out on Private Securities 
ſhall be placed out in the Names of the Treaſurer, Secretary, 

and ſuch and ſo many of the Truſtees as ſhall or may des 
ordered, directed, or approved of by the ſaid Court of Directors; 
and all Deeds, Bonds or Inſtruments ſhall be depoſited 
in the Iron Cheſt of and belonging to this Society, and under 
the Care of the Treſurer alone, or Treaſurer and Truſtees for 
the Time being, or in ſuch manner as ſhall or may be directed 
and approved of by the ſaid Court of Directors for the Time 
being, and all and every the ſaid Truſtees; Treaſurer and Se- 
cretaryſhall reſpectively from Time to Time, and at all Times | 
hereafter, at the Coſts of the ſaid Society; and upon the Requeſt, 
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or on the Order, Direction, or Appointment of the faid 
Court of Directors for the Time being, made at any of their 
ſaid general or extra Meetings, make a Transfer or other 
neceſſary Surrender or Aſſignment of all ſuch Stock or other 
Public or Private Securities, and the Property thereby funded 
or ſecured as may have been purchaſed, funded, or ſecured in 
their names, when thought needful and expedient, 


XXVIII. That if any Perſon at the Time of his admiſ- 
ſion as a Member into this Society ſhall ſign or ſubſcribe 
a falſe Declaration or Agreement, either as to his Age, 
Health, Trade or Calling, or as to the Age or Health of his 
Wife, or Children, or otherwiſe; or if any Member of this 
Society ſhall wilfully bring or recommend, or cauſe to be 
recommended, any Perſon or Perſons to become Members of 
this Socicty, knowing ſuch Perſons ought not to be admitted, 
and that his or their admiſſion would be contrary to the Laws, 
Rules, Orders and Articles of thig Society, and the general 
Intereſt thereof; or if any Member ſhall be convicted of 
Felony, or any other iyfamous or enormous Offence, or ſhall 
contract any Debt, or Debts, with intent to cheat or defraud 

any Perſon or Perſons of his, her or their Property, or ſhal! 
. whilſt on the Treaſury of this Society be found tipling in 
"ac Public Houſe, and his ſo tipling ſhall be detrimental to 
the recovery of his Health, or if any Member whilſt on the 
Treaſury of this Society, ſhall be found working at his Trade 
or Bufitieſs; or doing other Work, or Labour; or ſhall 
refuſe to uſe or be provided with the moſt proper Means 
of aſſiſting the recovery of their - Health, or to permit and 
ſuffer themſelves to be examined by any Phyfician or Surgeon, 
to be appointed by the Society, the Member fo offendirg 
im any or either of the jaid Caſes, and being adjudged guilty 
of any, or either of the ſaid offences by the ſaid Court of 
Directors at any of their ſaid general or extra Meetings, he. 
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hall he excluded or expelled, as a Menus from this Sogicty, 
and from all the Benefits thereof ; and he or they ſhall forfeit, 


and loſe all Monies paid into the Treaſury of this Society for 


Premiums, Subſcriptions, Fines or otherwiſe ; provided never- 
theleſs, that if the Court of Directors for the Time being, 
at any, or either of their general or extra Meetings, on Ap- 
peal, or the due Proof of the Caſe of any of ſuch reſpective 
Members ſhall be of opinion, that the Caſe of any ſuch 
Member merits Metigation, and in lieu of ſuch Excluſion 
ſuch Member ſhall ſubmit, and Pay ſuch Fine as the ſaid 
Court of Directors ſhall Nominate, or impoſe for any ſuch 
Offence, then upon Payment thereof ſuch reſpective Perſons 
{hall be reſtored as a Member, and all the Privileges thereof. 


XXIX. That when any Perſon ſhall become an Half free 
Member, and ſhall then be afflicted with Sickneſs, Lameneſs, 
or Blindneſs, not brought on himſelf by debauched, diſorderly, 
or irregular Practices, nor happening prioz-to.his becoming an 


_ Half free Member, he ſhall then be allowed the Sum of Five 


Shillings and Three-pence per Week for the Space of Six 
Months and no longer, provided ſuch Affliction ſhould ſo long 
continue ; and if ſuch Half free Member as aforcfaid, ſhould 
be taken with the Small Pox, he ſhall be allowed Five Shil- 
lings and "Fhree-pence per Week, but not for more than 
Six Weeks; but if any other diſorder or afflickion, ſhould 
ariſe after the Small Pox, then ſuch Half free Member ſhall 
be intitled to Five Shillings and Three-pence per Week, 
for the Space of Six Months longer; and in Cale of the 
Death of any Half free Member, the Sum of Three Pounds 
ſhall be allowed and paid for, and towards the Exyence of 
his Funeral, without any Deduction on Account of the 
Arrears of Orphan Money then remaining unpaid; and in 
ſuch Caſe, or in Caſe of the Death of a Member, before 


de {bal} become Half free, the Note given at the Time 
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2187: 
of Admiſſion ſhall be given up; and if the whole of the 


- faid Forty Shillings Orphan Money was paid at the Time 


of Admiſſion, then a like Proportionable ſhare of ſuch Mo- 
ney ſhall be returned to his Widow, or other Repreſen- 
tative. | | 


| X. That if any Free Member of this Society, ſhall 


be afflicted with Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or Blindneſs, not 


brought on himſelf by debauched, or other diſorderly or irre- 


gular Practices, and not happening Prior to his actually be- 
coming a Free Member, and being rendered unable to follow 
his Trade, Calling, or Occupation, and not having paid 
Three Years Subſcription Money to this Society, then he 
ſhall be allowed and paid Ten Shillings and Six-pence per. 
Week; and if fuch Member fo afflicted, ſhall have paid 
Three Years Subſcription Money, to the Treaſury of this 
Society, and having made the Payment hereafter mentioned 
for ſame, ſhall then be allowed and paid Twelve Shillings per 
Week; and if ſuch Member ſo afflicted, ſhall have paid Five 
Years Subſcription Money to the faid Treaſury, and having 
made the Payments herein after mentioned, for the fame 
{hall be allowed, and paid the Sum of Thirteen Shillings 
per Week; and if ſuch Member fo afflicted, ſhall have 
paid, Seven Years Subſcription Money to the faid Treaſury, 
and having made the Payments herein after mentioned, for the 
fame, ſhall then be allowed and paid Fifteen Shillings per 
Week, for and during the Time ſuch Accident, Sickneſs. or 
Affliction may continue; that is to ſay, that when any Mem- 


ber ſhall have paid Three Years Subſcription Money, he ſhall 


then pay the Sum of Five Shillings, to intitle himſelf to the 
Sum of Twelve Shillings per Week for Sick Money ; and after 
| having 


(37 ) 


having paid Fiye Years Subſcription Money, he ſhall likes 
wiſe Pay the Sum of Seven Shillings and Six-pence, to intitle 
bim, ſelf to Thirteen Shillings per Week for Sick Money; 
and after having paid Seven Years Subſcription Money, he 
ſhall likewiſe Pay the ſum of Ten Shillings, to intitle himſelf 
to Fifteen Shillings per Week for Sick Money; provided 
nevertheleſs, and it is hereby ſtipulated, that if ſuch acci- 
dent, Sickneſs, or Affliction, wherewith ſuch Member ſhall 
or may be afflicted, ſhould continue, and ſuch Member 
ſhould continue to receive any of the ſaid Benefits, for the 
O pace of Twelve Calender Months, or One Whole Year 
ſucceſſively, or by one, or more return or returns of the ſame 
Sickneſs, or Affliction at different periods of Time, amount- 
ing together to Twelve Calender Months, or One Whole 
Year; then the aforeſaid Benefits ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer 
paid, and ſuch afflicted Member ſhall be deemed a Penſioner, 
and ſuch Member as ſhall not have paid Three Y ears Sub- 
ſcription Money, ſhall then be allowed and paid the Sum 
of Four Shillings and Six-pence per Week ; but ſuch 
Member as ſhall have paid Three Years Subſcription Mo- 

ney, and paid the Sum of Five Shillings as aforeſaid, ſhall _ 
he allowed and paid the Sum of Five Shillings and Six- 
pence per Week; and ſuch Member as ſhall have paid 
Five Years Subſcription Money, and paid the Sum of Seven 
Shillings and Six-pence as aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed and paid 
the Sum of Six Shillings per Week ; and ſuch Member as 
ſhall have paid Seven Years Subſcription Money, and paid 
the ſaid Sum of Ten Shillings as aforeſaid, ſhall be allowed 
and paid the Sum of Seven Sillings and Six-pence per Week | 


ell which Weekly Money due to ſuch afflicted Members as 
aforeſaid, 


\ 


> SEE 
— _- 4 25 I”; 
— Be og rr CIT Gon kk as Joon | 
* 2 


— 


— 
— — * 
A * A * 2 * , 


n T 
* * - 
. 7 Ai 


— oy — - * 8 .2 
— 2 — 
- 4 : * _ 
Dr — — — 
yp: a —— — — gry ——_———_— — 
+ "PF . 0 A 2 3 — 2 — 
. A — 8 no BUT 2 
— — 4 ˙·˙*r*T 8 — 
* 5 1 3 — TRL, 


„ 


Jl aforeſaid, ſhall be paid on or before the Saturday in each Week, 


{unleſs where otherwiſe appointed to be paid), and ſo con- 
tinue during Life, or during the Time ſuch Member may 
be rendered unable to get his Bread, by his Trade, or Call- 


ing; but when any ſuch ſick or afflicted Member, ſo receiv- 


ing any of the aforeſaid Benefits, as a Penſioner, ſhall be re- 
covered, or ſhall be adjudged by Two Perſons of the Faculty, 
eminent in their Profeſſion, to be recovered, and able to fol- 
low his T rade, or Calling, which he was ts uſed to fol- 
low before ſuch Affliction happened, then all Payments from 
the Society ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer paid; but if ſuch: 
Member fo recovered, mal have a return of the ſame Af- 
fiction, he ſhall then only be paid the reduced Weekly 
Payments as a Penſioner, provided alſo, and where ſuch re- 
turn ſhall exceed Two Years from the Time ſuch Mem- 
ber was before aMicted, then ſuch Member ſhall not be 


| deemed a Penſioner, on Account of ſuch Prior Sickneſs, 


or Affliction; but ſuch afflicted Member ſhall receive the 


full Benefits, which by Time and Payment he may have 


2 Right to receive for the ſame, as if he had never be- 
fore received any of the Benefits from this Society; and 
no afflicted Member ſo becoming a Penſioner as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be allowed to Work, or follow any kind of Employ- 
ment, without Licence to be granted by the COURT 
OF DIRECTORS, for the Time being at any of their 
general or extra Meetings, and which Licence ſha}l not be 
granted for more than Three Months at any one Time; 
but ſhall be renewable from Time to Time, at the Diſ. 


cretion of the ſaid Court. 


XXXI. That ſuch Member as ſhall, or may in thg 
Opinion, and Judgment of the Court of Directors for the 
Time 
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Time being, and fo declared at any of their ſaid general or | 
'extra Meetings, be ſuperannuated, or by Age, or other Infir- | 


be allowed and paid ſuch Weekly Penſion Money during his | 


Receive, in the fame Manner as Penſioners become, ſo from 


Innoculation. And ſuch Meniber as may Die with the 


' ſhall be paid for his Funer 1. 


| 
: 


TT WJ | | | 


: 
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mity, rendered unable to follow his uſual Occupation, Trade, 
or Calling, ſhall be deemed and admitted a Penſioner; and ſhall | 


Life, as by Time and Payment he may have a Right to 


having received the Benefits from the Treaſury of this So- 
ciety, for One Year or upwards; and ſuch Members as ſhall 
be admitted Penſioner's through age ſhall be allowed to Work 
in ſuch trifling matters as he may be able to Perform. 


XXXII. That if any Free Member ſhall be taken with| 
the Small Pox, he ſhall be paid Seven Shillings and Six-| 
pence per Week, for Six Weeks and no longer; but if any 


other Diſorder, or Affliction ſhould ariſe after the Small | 


Pox, ſuch Member ſhall be paid Ten Shillings and Six- 
pence per Week for Twelve Months; but if ſuch Diſorder, 
or Affliction ſhould continue, and exceed the ſaid Twelve 
Months, then ſuch Member ſhall be deemed a Penſioner, 
and ſhall be paid the fame as thoſe other Penſioners at Four 
Shillings and Six-pence per Week as aforeſaid ; but no 
Money ſhall be paid in Cate of Inoculation, or from an 
Diſorder, or Affliction ariſing from the Small Pox afte 


Small Pox, in the Natural Way, or by any Diſorder or Af 
fliction proceeding therefrom, Five Pounds ſhall be paid fox 
his Funeral; but if any Free Member ſhall Die with, the 


Small Pox, or with any Diſorder or Affliction proceeding 


therefrom after Inoculation, the Sum of Three Pounds on 


Tt 
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g The Proviſions in the Act of Parliament made for the En- 
eourag ement and Relief of Friendly Society's, extend only to thc 
ebplication "of Funds, raised io be distributed in Case of Sickness, 
| Old Age, or Infirmity, or for the Relief of Widows or Children 
| of deceas'd Members, as such, so much of. the following Article 
| 2 relate to an Allowance to Members imprisoned for Debt, has 
1 | nor Deen confirmed by the Majestrates, but much Allowance is made 
| by Authority of their former Articles, and the Approbatim and' 
| Private Agreement of the Members, admitted Members Subsequent 
1 the Confirmation of this Society's Articles. 
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1 XXXIII. That if any free Member ſhall be impriſoned 
for Debt, not contracted previous to his becoming a free 
Member of this Society; nor by any ſwindling or fraudulent 
Intention, he ſhall upon Application to the Court of Directors 
bor the Time being, and they being fully ſatisfied of the Rec- 
13 titude and good moral Conduct of ſuch unfortunate Debtor, 
ty 0 de allowed and paid Four Shillings per Week from the Time 
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4 that obtain the Groats, which Groats he mall not ee ta 
ue for, or endeavour for an Accommodation with his Cre- 
1 ditor or Creditors, under the Penalty of Excluſion from all 
e Benefits of this Society during the Remainder of the Time 
of his then Confinement ; and ich Member ſo neglecting 
all alſo continue to pay his Quarterly Contributions ta the 
1 reaſury in the ſame Manner as if he was at large and 
N enjoyed his full Liberty, and otherwiſe be ſubject to tl. e 
lp! | WPenaltics i in that Caſe made and provided, and if ſuch Member 
gan obtain the Groats he ſhall be paid only One Shilling and 
Ws j ight-pence per Week from the Time he ſhall obtain the 
* fame until he ſhall be diſcharged; and ſuch Member ſo in 
5 F., and having ſuch Allowances ſhall not be ſubject to 


| 


Any Payment to the Baciety during the Time he ſhall ſo remain 
it Win Cuſtody for ſuch Debt; and the Treaſurer of the Society 
. or the Time being may, on Application, lend ſuch Monies 


( 41 ) 
from the Treaſury as ſhall be neceſſary to ſue for the Groats, 
and if lent, the Monies ſo lent ſhall be afterwards ſtopped out 


of the Weekly Money allowed to ſuch Member, at the Rate 
ol. Six-pence per Week, and no more: and ſuch Members as 


ſhall purchaſe the Rules of the King's Bench or Fleet Priſons, 
ſhall not be allowed the aforeſaid Benefits, and if previ- 
ouſly allowed them, then on the purchaſe, the ſame ſhall im- 
mediately Ccafe ; but provided ſuch Member ſo in Cuſtody 
for ſuch Debt, ſhould be aMicted with Sickneſs, Lameneſs, 
or Blindneſs, he ſhall only be paid Nine Shillings a Week, 
inſtead of the Benefits aforeſaid, ſubject to the ſame Regu- 
lations as thoſe other free Members who may receive the 
Benefits from the Society for the ſpace of Twelve Months. 


XXXIV. That when any free Member ſhall Die, the 
Sum of Ten Pounds ſhall be allowed and paid on his De- 
ceaſe ; but if ſuch Member ſhall have paid Four Years Sub- 
{cription Money to the Treaſury of this Society, and ſhall 
then alſo have paid the Suui of Six Shillings for ſuck advance, 
+ the Sum of Twelve Pounds ſhall be allowed and paid on his 
iy | Deceaſe; and if ſuch Member ſhall have paid Eight Years Sub- 
Z Afſcription Money to the ſaid Treafury, and ſhall then have paid 
the Sum of Twelve Shillings, for ſuch advance the Sum of 
Fifteen Pounds ſhall be allowed and paid on his Deceaſe; 
ſave and except, only a Deduction ſhall be made thereout of 
ſuch part of the Forty Shillings Orphan Money as ſhall 
remain unpaid, together with fuch Quarterage and other 
Monies, as ſhall, or may be juſtly due and owing to the 
Treaſury of this Society, at the time of the Deccaſe of 
ſich Member. Provided nevertheleſs, that the Sum of 
Ten Pounds only ſhall be allowed and paid on the Death 
of ſuch Member's, as ſhall die after becoming a Penſioner 
upon the Treaſury of this Society, and the Monies 

* to 
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to be allowed and paid as aforeſaid, on the Deceaſe of 
Members, ſhall be paid to the deceaſed Member's Widow, 
but if no Widow, to his Child or Children, equally ſhare 
and ſhare alike; but in default of both, to his legal Re- 


preſentative, or other Perſon legally authoriſed to receive 


the ſame. And the one half of ſuch ſum as would be 


allowed and paid on the Deceaſe of ſuch reſpective Mem- 


ber, ſhall be allowed and paid to ſuch Member, upon the 
Deceaſe of his Wife. And where it may be required, 
or neceſſary the Treaſurer and Secretary for the Time 
being, ſhall and may pay and diſcharge the neceſlary 
Expences attending Funerals of the ſaid deceaſed Members, 
provided the Monies allowed as aforeſaid ; ſhall be ſufficient 
for that Purpoſe, and the remainder if any, ſhall be paid to 
the Perſons entitled to receive the ſame; and all Sums ot 
Money due upon the Deceaſe of any Perſon ſhall be paid 
within Fourteen Days after the Funeral is performed, unleſs 


the Treaſurer, Secretary, or any One of the Truſtees for 


the Time being, upon any matter of doubt, ſhall find it neceſ- 


ſary to refer the ſame to the Conſideration of the Court of 


Directors, at their next general or extra Meeting. 


XXXV. That no Member either by Time or Payment 
of any of the Sums ſpecified i in the T hirtieth or Thirty-fourth 
Articles, or any other of the Articles, or Orders of this So- 
cicty, ſhall be allowed or paid, any greater Sum or Sums of 
Money Weekly, or otherwiſe for the Continuance of any 


Sickneſs, or other Affliction, commencing or happening 


Prior to the herein before reſpective ſtipulated Times, than 
what he was aCtually entitled to receive, both by Time and 
Payment, when ſuch Sickneſs or AMiction firſt tavpened, 
commenced, or took place, but if he ſhould recover from 
tuca Sicxnchs, or other Affliction, he may then, if he thinks 
Proper, 


1 


(43) 


proper, avail himſelf of ſuch further and other advanced Be- 
nefits, as he may be entitled to, and on Payment of the Sums 
before mentioned, the ſame as if paid at the ſaid herein before 
reſpeCtive ſtipulated times for Payment thereof. 


XXX VL That when any free Member of this Society ſhall 
Die, leaving a Child or Children lawfully begotten, the Wi- 
dow or other Repreſentative of ſuch free Member, ſhall then 
be allowed and paid a Sum not leſs then One Shilling per 


Week, for each, and every ſuch Child or Children ſo left; to 


be applied for and towards their Maintenance and Education, 
and ſuch Sums ſhall be paid Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or 
otherwiſe, as may beſt ſuit, ſuch Widow, and ſuch Payments 
to continue for ſuch reſpective Children, until they ſhall re- 
ſpectively attain the Age of Fourteen Years, and at ſuch 
Age to Ceaſe; but in Cafe of the Death of ſuch Widow, or 


other Repreſentative, or in Caſe of the Death of any free 
Member leaving a Child or Children, and no Widow, 


or other Relation, to take the Charge and Manage- 
ment of ſuch Child or Children; then ſuch Child or Chil= | 
dren fo left deſtitute, ſhall be fully provided for; cloathed, 

maintained, and educated, under the Direction of the Court 
of Directors of this Society, for the Time being, and at the 
Expence of the general Fund thereof, until they ſhall reſpec- 
tively attain the Age of Fourteen Years; then the Boys to 
be bound out Apprentices to Trades, and the Girls to be 
placed out in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Court of Directors 


for the Time being, thall then Judge moſt Convenient and 
Proper, 


XXXVII. That if any free Member of this Society 
ſhall Die, leaving a Widow, and ſuch Widow ſhall be 
Pregnant at the Time of the Deceaſe of her ſaid Huſband, 
ſuch Widow ſhall be allowed and paid the ſum of F ined 

EF Shillings 


„ 


Shillings per Week, (or Three Pounds) for the Four 
Weeks of her Lying- in; Excluſive of the Payments herein 


before- mentioned. 


XXXVIII. That when any free Member of this So- 
ciety ſhall Die, leaving a Widow, and the Court of Di- 
rectors, for the Time being, ſhall upon Application to 
them, adjudge ſuch Widow to be ſo far advanced in Years 
as to be rendered unable to Provide for herſelf, ſhe ſhall 
on ſuch Application, be allowed and paid a ſum not leſ; 
than Two Shillings and Six-pence, nor exceeding Seven 


Shillings per Week, for and during the Reſidue of her 


Life, and if any free Member ſhall Die, leaving a Widow 
at the Time of his Deceaſe, under any Temporal Affliction 
by Sickneſs, or otherwiſe, ſuch Widow,” although not in- 
eapacitated by Ape, ſhall then be allowed and paid a Sum 
not leſs than Two Shillings and Six-pence, nor exceeding; 
Seven Shillings per Week, for and during the Time of the 
Continuance of ſuch Affliction; provided always, that every 
fuch Widow who ſhall not be ſuperannuated at the Time of 
the Deceaſe of ſuch free Member, ſhall pay and Subſcribe 
the Sum of Twelve Shilling per annum, by Four equal Quar- 
terly Payments, to Commence, and the Firſt Payment to be 
made within one Month from the Funeral of her Huſband, 


and the Second, on the Firſt Monday i in the Second Quar- 


ter-day, to be held, in, the Months of January, April, 
July, or October next following, after the Deceaſe of ſuch 
free Members, and ſo continue to Subſcribe, and pay, or 


f 1 paid, the Sum of Three Shillings, on or before 


the Firſt Monday in each, and every of the ſaid Months of 


{| January, April, July ard October Vearly; 3 and every Year, 


and when in Default of any One of the ſaid Quarterly Pay- 


k ments, ſuch Widow ſo in Default ſhall be excluded from 


all future Benefits of this Socicty; unleſs afterwards re- 
ſtored 
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ſtored on the Payment aforeſaid; and if ſuch Widaw fo ſub- 
ſcribing as aforeſaid, ſhall be afflicted with Sickneſs, Lame- 
neſs, or Blindneſs, not brought on herſelf by any diſorderly 
Imprudent, Or Irregular Conduct, ſugh Widow ſhall be al- 
lowed and paid a Sum not leſs than Five Shillings per Week, 
during, the Continuance of ſuch Affliction, but if ſuch Afflic- 
tion ſhould continue for Twelve Calender Months, then ſuch 
Widow ſhall be reduced to the Sum of Two Shilling and 
Six-pence per Week, during the Continuance of ach Af- 
fiction 3 provided noewithſtanding, that when and as ſoon 
as any ſuch Widow ſhall Marry again, ſhe ſhall forfeit all 
future Claim to all ſuch Benefits; : and in Caſe any ſuch aged, 
or afflicted Widow ſhall Die during her Widowhood, 
then ſuch deceaſed Widow ſhall be decently buried, at the 
Expence of this Society, but ſuch Funeral is not to ex- 
| ceed in Expence, the Sum of Three Pounds Ten 
Shillings, | | 


XXXIX. That in Cas any Member ſhall fail, neglect, 
or make default in regiſtering of his Wife, Child or Chil- 
dren, in the Society's Books, and paying the reſpective Sums 
for the ſame, as ordered and ſtipulated by the Nineteenth and 
Twenty-third Articles herein before contained; ſuch Mem- 
ber ſhall not be entitled to receive any Sum of Money, for, 
or on Account of the Death or Funeral of ſuch Wife; 
and in Cafe of the Deceaſe of any ſuch Member, ſuch his 
unregiſtered Widow, Child or Children, ſhall not be entitled 
to any Benefit from the Treaſury of this Society, as the 
Child or Children of ſuch deceaſed Member, nor ſhall the 
Widow be entitled to any further Benefit than the Money 
allowed for the Funeral of ſuch deceaſed Member; any thing 
herein before contained to the contrary thereof in anywiſe 
notwithſtanding. 
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For the Reacn: stated between the Tharty- Second and 


Thirty: third Articles, the Majestrates have not confirmed the fol- 


Jowing Arti:le, but the Allowance is made under the like Autho- 
rity, as is there Stated. 


XL. That if any free Member of this Society, ſhall ſuſ- 
tain a Damage in the Loſs of his Working Tools, Furni- 


ture, or other Effects; not conſiſting of Money, Bank Notes, 


Bills, Bonds, or other Securities for Money, by Fire hap- 


pening, at his, or their Places of Reſidence, or the Loſs 


of Working Tools by Fire happening at any other Place, 
and being uninſured, and on making an Inventory of the 
Effects fo Loft, and thereby Particularlizing the ſame, and 


the reſpective Value of each Item, contained in ſuch In- 


ventory, and on making an Affidavit, that he, or they were 


uninſured from Loſs by Fire, and that the Goods, Chattles, 


or Effects contained in ſuch Inventory was his own Pro- 
perty, and of the Value charged in ſuch Inventory, and that he, 
or they had not been otherwiſe reimburſed or paid the Amount 


of ſuch Loſs; or any Part thereof, (except as may be therein 
declared), ſuch Member ſhall be paid a Sum not exceeding 


Twenty Pounds; as may be a ſufficient Compenſation for the 
Amount of the Damage fo ſuſtained, but the Monies to be paid 
on Account of ſuch Loſſes, reſpectively ſhall not be paid or 
borne by, or out of the Society's Stock, but by an equal Con- 
tribution of all the Members of this Society, to be paid, col- 
lected, and received, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Court of Di- 


rectors for the Time being, may at any of their faid ge- 


neral or extra Meetings, ſtipulate and appoint, 


XLI. That if any Member of this Society ſhall neglect, 
or be in Default of Payment of his, or their regular 
Quarterly Subſcription Money, or of any other Arrears of 
Montes required to be paid therewith, or paid when due; 
555 8 either 
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Health of ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or any part of his or their 
F amily, then he or they having been ſo excluded, ſha] upon'| 


E 


either for Fines, Taxes, or otherwiſe, after the Expiration 
of the Quarter Day appointed for Payment of ſuch Divi- 
ſion, to which ſuch Member or Members ſhall, or may | 
reſpectively at ſuch Time belong, agreeable to the Direc- 
tions of theſe Articles, then ſuch Member or Members | 
ſo in default, ſhall be excluded from all the Benefits of this | 
Societyz and he, or they is hereby adjudged to have for- 
feited and loft all Monies paid into this Society, either for | 
Premiums, Subſcriptions, Fines, or otherwiſe. Provided, | 
nevertheleſs, if any Member excluded for ſuch default, ſhall | 
perſonally appear on or before the Quarter-day then next fol- | 
lowing, for payment of ſuch Diviſion, to which ſuch Perſon | 
or Perſons ſhall, or may have ſo belonged, and being then 
ſound in Body, Health and Mind, and no reaſonable Ob- 


jection being made againſt him, or them, as to his or their 
Character, or General Conduct, or to the then State of the 


ſuch Condition, and on Payment of all ſuch Subſcription} 
Money, Fines and Arrears as ſhall, or may be then due, 
together with an Additional Fine of One Shilling be re- | 
admitted, or reftored to the ſame ſituation, that he or they 
were in, as private Members of this Society before ſuch 
Default of Payment happened; and in Caſe of any ſuch De- 
fault, the Secretary for the Time being, ſhall ſend by the 
Meſſenger, or by the General or Penny Poſt ; a Notice or 
Summons to ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo in default of the neg- 
lect of Payment of the ſaid Quarterly Subſcription Money | 
and other Arrears, at leaſt Fourteen Days prior to ſuch Se- 
cond Quarterly Day of Payment as aforeſaid, unleſs ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons ſhall remove out of England, or beyond 
the Seas, or ſhall remove from his Place of Refidence, with4 
out giving Proper Notice to the Secretary, at the Society's 

| Offic 
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| Office as herein after tlinhitloned. Provided alſo never theleſa 
| | if any ſuch reſpective Members neglect, or default of Pay- 
ment, ſhould be occaſioned by any Accident, Misfortune, 
or want of Employment, and ſuch Perſon being defirous to 
continue a Member of this Society, and ſhall appear before 
W the Court of Directors, at any one of their general or extra 
Meetings, after ſuch Second Quarterly-day of Payment, and 
WE ſhall give to the ſaid Court a Satisfactory Proof of ſuch Ac- 
ident or Misfortune, and his Inability to make good his 
W Payments to the Treaſury of this Society, and that the Per- 
1 fons fo expelled, and appealing, is deſerving of Indulgence, 
chen and in all ſuch Caſes, the Court of Directors for the 
W Time being, ſhall grant ſuch longer Time as ſhall be 
i ma expedient for ſuch Member to make good me 
jt tame. 8 


| XLII. That ſuch Member or Members as ſhall, or may 
i be Sick, or otherwiſe afflicted, and receiving any of the 
{4 Benefts from the Treaſury of this Society, ſhafl neverthe- 
leſs continue to Pay their Quarterly or other Monies, the 
| bi ame as other Members then in Health, or unafflicted, or 
Hotherwiſe, ſuch Member or Members ſo being in Default, 
will be Subject to the Penalties contained in the foregoing 
Article, except ſuch Member or Members ſhall became 
Wa Penſioner, or Penſioners, then and in ſuch Caſe, all Pay- 
ments from ſuch Member or Members to the Treaſury 


p Jof this Society ſhall Ceaſe, and be no longer paid. 


| XLIII. That all the various Sums herein beforemen< 
6 Poned and ſtipulated by the Thirtieth and Thirty-fourth 
Articles herein before- contained, to be paid by the Mem- 
1 pers of this Society, for advance of Benefits for Sick, Fu- 
Peeral, and Penſion Money, ſhall be progreſſively paid by 
ö puch of the reſpective Members of this Society, as intend 
| to 


649 
to entitle themſelves to ſuch advanced Benefits within 
Six Months after the reſpective Times limited for Pay- 
ment of the ſame, or on making Default in any of the 
aid Payments; ſuch Members ſo making Default, ſhall 
only be entitled to ſuch of the ſaid advanced Benefits as 
they ſhall have duly and progreſſively paid for; provided 
notwithſtanding the Court of Directors for the Time being, 
at any of their ſaid general or extra Meetings, may on the 
Appeal of any Member giving a Satisfactory Reaſon for not 
paying the ſame, grant ſuch further Reaſonable Time to make 
good any of the ſaid Payments, as they may judge expedient, 
on Payment of One Shilling fine for each of the ſaid Neglects; 
but all ſuch reſpective Payments, nevertheleſs to be made, 
and paid only during ſuch Time as ſuch Member reſpec- 
tively, and ſuch of his Family, as are regiſtered in this Society, 
are in good Health, or to take place on the re-eſtabliſhment 
of the ſame, and the Secretary of this Society for the 
Time being, ſhall within the firſt Three Months after 
any of the ſaid Payments become due, from any reſpective 
Member, ſend a Summons or a Notice thereof to him, in- 
forming him of the ſame; and all Summonſes, Warnings, 
or Notices of, or touching this Society, or the Members 
thereof, delivered to any Perſon paying the Quarterly Sub- 
ſcription of any Member, ſhall be deemed a good delivery 
of any Summons, Warning, or Notice to ſuch reſpective 
Member; and be as binding as if delivered to ſuch reſpec- 
tive Member in Perſon, 


XLIV. That when any Member or Members Wife 
ſhall Die, who ſhall reſide within Two Miles from the So- 
ciety's principal Meeting Houſe, Notice thereof ſhall be ſent 
to the Secretary for the Time being, within Twenty-four 
Hours after ſuch Deceaſe, and as ſoon after as Conveniently 
may be, the Day and Time of the F uneral, that the Meſ- 

G ſenger 


E 


ſenger for the Time being, or other proper Officers of tliis- 
Society may if neceſſary attend the ſame; and all Funerals ſhalF 
be performed in a decent Manner, free of all Pariſh Gifts; 
or on failure of ſuch Notice; and of Funerals performed 
at a greater Diſtance, proper Certificates ſhall if required 
be produced, figned by the Miniſter, and any TwWo of the 
Pariſh Officers where ſuch Burial was made, and by the 
Undertaker certifying the Place where ſuch Funeral was 
performed, that the fame Was decently performed, and treo 


of all Pariſh — 
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XL. That every Member being afflicted, and claim- 
ing any of the Benefits from the Treaſury of this Society, 
as contained in the foregoing Articles, ſhall ſend a 
Declaration in Writing to the Society's Office of ſuch 
Claim, and therein ftate, or inſert the Reſpective Diviſion: 
to which he belongs, and the Number he ſtands in the So- 
ciety's Books, in ſuch Diviſion, together with a proper Di- 
rection of his Place of Reſidence; and no Notice need be 
taken thereof, unleſs ſuch a Proper Declaration ſhall be ſent, 

and the Benefits claimed by ſuch Member fo ſending ch. 
proper Dechration, ſhall Commence from the Morning 
after the ſame ſhall be received at the Society's Hall; and if 
ſuch Member ſhall reſide beyond the limitted diſtance preſcribed 
for Members to viſit them, ſuch Member ſhall to ſuch his 
Declaration, ſubjoin a Certificate, ſubſcribed by the Phy- 
fician, Surgeon, or Apothecary attending ſuch afflicted Per. 
ſon, as alſo by the Miniſter, Churchwarden, Overſeer, Mayor, 
Juſtice of the Peace, or any Three of them in the Town, 
City or Pariſh, where ſuch afflicted Member ſhall, or may 
reſide, and ſend to this Society's Office, ſuch a renewed Cer- 
tificate every Fourth Week, diring the Continuance of ſiich 
his Affliction, and from, and Immediately after every ſuch 
Member's recovery, he ſhall ſend to this Society's Office, 


+ Declazation off the Treaſury, which ſhall take place from 
358 3 . 
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che evening of ſuch Declaration, therefore no Member may 
Tranſact or Perform any Buſineſs on the Day he fo declares 
off the Treaſury, he being paid for that Day, unleſs he gives 
Notice thereof in ſuch Declaration; nor ſhall any Member 
be out from his Place of Reſidence at an improper Hour in 
the Evening, (or in bad Weather in the Day Time), whereby 
he may be liable to take cold, or retard his recovery, or 
otherwiſe, to abuſe that indulgence which is granted to 
afflicted Members on the Treaſury of this Society. And if 
any afflicted Member on the Treaſury of this Society ſhould 
go out from his Place of Reſidence, for the Benefit of the 
Air, or for Advice, he ſhall leave a particular Account in 
Writing, where he is gone to, and on what Account, and 
if poſſible, or as near as can be the Time he means to re- 
turn, in order that the viſiting Members may at all Times 
know where to find, and have free acceſs to Viſit, and 
ſee ſuch afflicted Members. And if any ſuch aMicted 
Members on the Treaſury of this Society, ſhall go from 
home, without leaving ſuch Notice as aforeſaid, he, or they 
ſo offending, for each Offence, ſhall forfeit the amount 
of One whole Weeks pay. And if any afflicted Member on 
the Treaſury of this Society, ſhould have his Weekly 
Money, (due from the ſaid Treaſury), ſtopt on any Account 
whatſoever, and ſuch Member being able to declare off the 
Treaſury, and go to his Buſineſs before the Cauſe of ſuch 
Stoppage ſhall be ſettled and determined by the Court of 
Directors for the Time being, ſuch Member ſhall in that 
. Caſe declare off the faid I reafary in a regular Manner, 
the ſame as if ſuch Money had not been ſtopt, or otherwiſe, 
ſuch Member will be Subject to the ſame Penalty as if found 
at Work, while actually receiving the Benefit from tue 


Treaſury of this Society. 
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XLVI. That if any Member of this Society ſhall have 
any Complaint, or Complaints againſt any other of the 
Members of this Society, ſuch Complaint or Charge ſhall 
be delivered in Writing to the Secretary, for the Time being, 
who ſhall thereupon Summons the Perſon complained of, to an- 
{wer the ſame, at leaſt Three Days before the hearing thereof; 
and all, and every the Members of this Society, ſhall, on Sum- 
mons, Notice, Warning, or Requeſt in Writing, from the Se- 
cretary of this Society for the Time being, to be delivered to 
ſuch reſpective Member, or any Perſon paying his Quarterly 
Subſcription Money, or left at his uſual Place of Abode, 
Forty-eight Hours at leaſt, previous to the Time mentioned 
for the Attendance of the Court of Directors, at any of their 
faid general or extra Meetings, and ſubmit themſelves to be 
examined on Oath or otherwiſe if required, touching any 
matter or thing relating to this Society; or touching the Bad 
Conduct of any other Member, or Perſon belonging there- 
to, and on failure thereof by any ſuch Member without 


a reaſonable and ſatisfactory excuſe, to be approved and al- 
lowed of by the ſaid Court of Directors, he ſhall forfeit and 
pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings for every ſuch offence, 


or neglect and ſuch fines to be bid to the Society's Stock 
or Fund. 
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XLVII- That if any Member ſhall remove from One 
Place of Refidence to another, he ſhall within Thirty Days 
give Notice of his removal to the Secretary of this Society 
for the Time being; that a proper entry thereof may be 
made in the Society's Books, or on failure therof, he ſhall 
forfeit and pay the Sum of One Shuilings for every ſuch 
neglect. 


cipal Stock or Fund, ſhall be fo far augmented, as on an 
average to Amount unto, or excecd the rate of Ten Pounds 


XLVIII. That when, and as ſoon as this Society's prin- 
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for each Member contained in this Society. The 
Court of Directors of this Society for the Time being, 
at any of their general or extra Meetings, may propor- 
tionably ſo far increaſe, all the reſpective Payments and Be- 
nefits herein before contained, to be paid and allowed to the 
Members of this Society, their Families, Widows and Chil- 
| dren in the reſpective Caſes of Sickneſs, Lamenefs, Blind- 
neſs, Superannuation, Death, and other Incidents herein before 
enumerated and ſet forth, ſo as not to decreaſe the ſaid Capital 
Stock, or Fund, to a lower or leſſer Rate, than what mentioned 
and ſtipulated in the Twenty-Sixth Article herein before con- 
tained; and that every Perſon heretofore admitted a Member 
of this Society, and every Perſon claiming under them, ſhall 
be entitled to all and every the Payments contained in the 
printed Articles, delivered to them at the Time of their re- 
ſpective admiſſions into this Society, any thing herein before 
contained to the contrary thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 


XLXIX. That for the accelarating the Buſineſs of this 
Society, and to prevent as much as poſſible, any delay, and 
more Particularly in the non-attendance of the Directors for 
the Time being, at any of their general Monthly Meetings, at 
ſuch Hours as ſhall be agreed on, and at the Times to be 
ſettled and appointed for extra Meetings, and to be 
conyened by a general Summons, in manner herein before 
mentioned, it is hereby limitted, declared, and agreed, that 
if a ſufficient number of the ſaid Directors, ſhall not be attend- 
ing at the times to be ſettled and agreed on; and when called 
over in Rotation by Name, ſo as to Compoſe a Court agree- 
able to the Second Article herein contained, that all the ab- 
ſentees ſhall forfeit and pay a fine of Two Shillings and Six- 
pence, for ſuch Default or Neglect, unleſs prevented by ill- 
neſs, or other unavoidable or ſatisfactory Cauſe or Excuſe, 
to. be admitted and allowed of, by the Majority of the ſaid 
Court of Directors at any of their ſaid general gor extra 
Mectings, and that if a Director, not a Truſtee, ſhall abſent 

| himſclfe, 


1 


himfelf, and not attend for Three regular and fueceſſiwo 
Monthly Meetings, without ſuch unavoidable and ſatisfactory 
Wo Cauſe, to be admitted and allowed of as aforeſaid, he ſhall 
porfeit his Seat or Office of a Director of this Society, and 
Wi fome other free Member ſhall be elected in his ſtead, in manner 
| 1 as directed by the Eighth Article herein before contained; and 
chat if a Director being a Truſtee, ſhall abſent himſelf, and not 
attend for Three regular and ſucceſſive Monthly Meetings, 
vwichout ſuch unavoidable and ſatisfactory Cauſe, to be ad- 
mitted and allowed of, as aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit and pay 
the Sum of One Pound One Shilling for every Third 
Night; all ſuch Fines to be paid for the Benefit of this 
Society s Stock; and the faid Court of Directors, ſhall and may 
at any of their ſaid general or extra Meetings augment and 
I! raiſe the fine for the non-attendance of a Director, being 
n a Truſtee to any Sum not exceeding Two Pounds TwWO 
ſj Shillings, as they may think fit and expedient, 
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L. | That an annual Feaſt of the Directors of this 
ge ſhall at their diſcretion be held, or otherwiſe on the 
laſt Tucſday in the Month of June Yearly, at ſuch Con- 
venient Houſe or Place as ſhall be appointed for ſuch pur- 
3 1 ru and Tickets ſhall be iſſued by ſuch of the Directors 
0 as ſhall be appointed to provide a Dinner for ſuch of the 
Members of this Society, as ſhall attend on ſuch Day; and 
all ſuch Members as chooſe to Dine with the Court of 
Directors, i in Commemoration of the Day on which this 
hi Society was firſt founded, ſhall fend for their Tickets 
Wy Three Days previous thereto, and no Part of the Expence 
* incurred by ſuch Dinner, ſhall be paid, borne, or ſuſtained 
F vn or out of the Stock or Fund of this Society, but ſuch ex- 
bi [pence ſhall be paid and ſuſtained by, and out of the Monies 
0 be received for ſuch Tickets; and the refidue, or overplus 
A ade good by an equal Contribution of the Members neg- 
us gecting to take out and pay for ſuch Feaſt Tickets, 


XL 
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LI. That the Secretary of this Society for the Time 
being, on the Application, and at the requeſt of any Mem- 


ber of this Society not being in Default, or in Arrears 
of Quarterage, Fines, or other Monies due to the Trea- 
ſury thereof; ſhall procure a Certificate, under the Hands 
of the Treaſurer, and One or more of the Truſtees of this 
Society for the time being, to be atteſted by One or more 


Credible Witneſs or Witneſſes, certifying and acknowledg- | 


ing ſuch reſpective Member to be named in ſuch Certifi- 
cate to be a Member of this Society, and all ſuch Certi- 
ficates reſpectively, ſhall expreſs the Place or Places of 
Abode, reſpectively of the Perſons figning and atteſting the 


ſame, and ſhall alſo procure the Oath or Affidavit of One 


of the ſaid Witneſſes atteſting the Execution thereof, that 
he did fee the Perſons whoſe Names are thereto ſet, ſe- 


verally fign the ſaid Certificate, and that the Signatures 
thereto are of their reſpective proper Hand Writings, to be | 
annexed to the ſaid Certificate, the Member ſo applying 


for, and requeſting the ſame, paying the Sum of Three 


Shillings and Six-pence to the ſaid Secretary, as a Conpen- | 


ſation for the Trouble and Expence he may be at in pro- 
curing and obtaining the ſaid Certificate and Affidavit. 


1 That the Court of Directors for the Time being, | 


ſhall, and may at any of their ſaid general or extra Meetings, 


if judged expedient, Order and Direct the Expence incurred, ' 
by this Society, touching the attending to the Progreſs of | 
the Bill in Parliament, relative to Benefit Socicty's, the pro- 
curing ſeveral Salutary Alterations to be made therein ; 
the preparing and ſoliciting a Petition to the Right Honor- | 


able the Houfe of Lords, againſt the Fifteenth enacting 


Clauſe, afterwards introduced into the ſaid Bill, and procu- 
ring the inſertion of the Sixteenth enacting Clauſe afterwards | 
introduced in the Act of Parliament, intituled & An Act for 
| bhe | 


r 
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the Encouragement and Relief of Friendly Societies,“ em- 
powering Societies to refer all Diſputes to Arbitration; as 
alſo touching the reviſion, and drawing out of this Society's 
Rules, Orders, and Regulations; and the Procurement of 
the Allowance and Confirmation thereof, agreeable to the 
faid Act of Parliament, and the printing the ſaid reviſed Rules, 
Orders, and Regulations for each of the Members of this 
wy Society, to be paid and borne by an equal Contribution of all 
WI. the Members of this Society, at the Times and in Manner as 
j mY ſhall, or may be thought expedient, and deemed moſt proper, 
and to be paid in addition to their preſent Quarterly Subſcrip- 
mon Money, and ſuch expences incurred thereby, replaced to 
the Society's Stock, or Fund, to be paid by the ſaid Members, 
in ſuch Manner as may be ordered in addition to their 
preſent Quarterly Subſcription Money. 


LIII. That if any Perſon having been admitted a Mem- 
ber of this Society, his Widow or Children, or any Perſon 
whomſoever, claiming any of the Benefits of this Society ſhall 
think himſelf, or herſelf aggrieved by any Act, Matter or 
thing whatſoever done, or omitted to be done by this Society, 
or any Officer, Servant, or Member thereof, or any Perſon 
| acting under them, or any of them, ſuch grievance or ſuppoſed 
#7 grievance, and all Matters in diſpute ſhall be refered to arbi- 
WY tration, and to be determined and decided by Perſons to be 
named and elected Arbitrators, as follows, (that is to ſay) 
chat on any Perſon or Perſons thinking themſelves, himſelf or 
40 berſelf aggrieved, ſhall give notice in Writing to the Secre- 
Wl tary of this Society for the Time being, of ſuch ſuppoſed 
FRY Grievance, and of the Names, Gee N and Places of 
BY Refidence of Six Perſons, all of whom reſiding not more 
wan Twelve Miles diſtant from the Society's principal 
111 Meeting Houſe, to be ſummoned as Arbitratore, and with- 
in Seven Days after the Receipt of ſuch Notice, any Three 
or more of the Truſtees of this Society, ſhall! Name and 


Appolrt 


1 


Appoint Six other Perſons, all of whom reſiding not- more 
than Twelve Miles diſtant from the Society's principal 
Meeting Houſe, to be ſummoned as Arbitrators, and the 
Secretary of this Society for the Time being, ſhall within 
Seven Days after ſuch Nomination and Appointment, 
., cauſe the ſaid Twelve Perſons to be ſummoned to attend 
8 Fort 7-eight Hours at leaſt, before the Time' therein ap- 
pointed, at the Society's principal Meeting Houſe, at a 
Day and Hour, to be therein named, not exceeding Seven 
Days from the Date of ſuch Summons; and the Perſons 
attending within One Hour from the return of the faid 
Summons, or the Time therein named for ſuch attendance, 
ſhall by Ballot, Appoint a Thirteenth Perſon, and if any 
of the ſaid Twelve Perſons ſo ſummoned, fp. Il neglect or 
make default, to attend within One Hour after the return 
of the ſaid Summons, other Perſons in lieu of the Perſons 
ſo making default, ſhall be named and appointed in their 
ſtead, by the Vote of the Majority, of ſuch of the {aid 
_ Perſons as ſhall be fo ſummoned, and in due Time at- 
tend thereon; and the ſaid Thirteen Perſons ſo elected, 
Named, and Choſen as aforeſaid; (no One of whom being 
a Director of this Bociety), are to be Arbitrators, and 
the ſaid Arbitrators ſhall after being Sworn Peremptorily 
proceed to hear and determine the Matters of Gricvance, 
or ſuppoſed Grievance; according to the true purport and 
meaning of the confirmed Rules, Articles, and Regula- 
tions of this Society, and the Majority of the ſaid Arbi- 
trators, ſhall make ſuch Order therein, and thereon as to 
them ſhall ſeem Juſt, and therein ſhall award ſuch Coſts, 
not exceeding the Sum of Five Pounds, touching 
ſuch Appeal or Arbitration, to ſuch party to be paid by 
ſuch other Party, as to them ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſon- 
able; and every ſuch Order ſhall be complied with, and 
Thall be final to all Intents and Purpoſes, and ſhall not 
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be Subject to further Appeal, or other kind of Litigation, 
and the Secretary for the Time being, ſhall be allowed 
and paid Six-pence for each of the ſaid Summonſes, as a 
Conſideration for his Trouble touching the fame. 
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TRUSTEES, CONTINUED. 


1 


Din te Tal 8. 


S G. w. WOOD $ ]. ROUGHEAD 

J CHAS. MAUL : JAMES HUKE 
THOS. WILSON tTn0s. CAREY 
CHAS. SANGSTER * EDWARD MASON 
THOS. HART : THO. BOTTWRIGHT 
THOS. SYMONS : JOHN TROBY 
JOHN SHEPHERD * SAML. HILL 


NEVILL PENDYGRASS * WM. CARTER 


ROBT. HUDSWELL + WM. HUDSWELL 
JAMES CORNER $ TOSIAH BOWRING 


DIRECTORS, CONTINUED, 


FREDK. FISHER $ THOMAS BLATCH 
HE. : 

JOHN SUATT, kgs BARTLEY 

DAN WARNER HARLEY I AND | 


THOMAS NORRIS 


 Loxpox, * 


E it Femenbered that at the General Quarter 


Seſſions, of the Peace of our Lord the King, 
holden for the City of London, (by Adjournment), 
at the Guildhall, within the ſaid City, on Thurſday, 
the Twenty-ſeventh Day of November, in the 
Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, King of Great-Britain, &c. 
before Thomas Skinner, Eſq. Mayor of the City 
of London; William Pickett, Eſq. one of the 
Aldermen of the faid City; Sir John William Roſe, 


Knight, Serjeant at Law, Recorder of the ſaid City; 


Stephen Langſton, Eſq. one other of the Aldermen 


of the ſaid City, and others of their Fellows Juſtices, 


of our faid Lord the King, aſſigned to keep the 
Peace of our ſaid Lord the King; within the ſaid 


City, and alſo to hear and determine divers Felo- 


nies or Treſpaſſes, and other Miſdeeds committed 
within the ſaid ey; | 


The nant Rules, Cie and Regulations 
before-mentioned, are by the Juſtices now here after, 
due xamintation thereof, allowed and confirmed, Pur. 
fuant to the Statute 1 in a ſuch Caſe made and provided. 


— 2. 


$SAML, LAW. BALDWIN, 


FORM OF DECLARATIONS, 


ON and OFF the Treaſury, with a Copy of a Certificatt 
from Country Members, as required by the 4.5th Article, 


See * 50 and 51. 


— 2 — 


DECLARATION ON THE TRFASURY. | 
I. A. B. A Member of the BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 
being at this Time afflifted with ¶ here Name the Disorder, and 7 
Postible, the Cause thereof), do hereby Claim the Benefit from th 
Treasury of this Said Society, as allowed for the Members thereof, in 


such Cases. As Witness my Hand, the Day of 1 
Here insert the Numbers —_ | A B 
and Place Residence. f 


DECLARATION OFF THE TREASURY. | 


I. A. B. A Member of the BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIE 


baving recovered of my Late Affliction, Send this Notice of declaring 
OFF the Treasury. 4s Witness my Hand, the Day of 


17 A. B 


The Form of a CSRTIFICATE from the COUNTRY 


Thele are to certify, that A. B. (whoa we are informed is 

a Member of the BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY) 
is at this Time very Ill, Lame, o: otherwiie, as the Calſg 
may be at in the Farith of | 
in tie County of and we do firml 
believe that it is a real Affliction, and no ways brought 
upon himſclf by any diſorderly Practices, or irregularity ol 
Conduct, he behaves himſelf well, and in a regular manner 
keeps 


( 62 ) 


keeps good Hours, and is not able to Work, and to the 
1 beſt of our Judgments is deſerving the Benefit of your 
society as Witneſs our Hands, the Day 
r > 


N. B. The above Certificate muſt be ſigned by the Phy- 
cian, Surgeon, or Apothecary, attending ſuch afflicted Per- 
Ian, as alſo the Miniſter, Churchwarden, Overſeer, Mayor, 
badice of the Peace, or any three of them in the Town, City, 
. or Pariſh, where ſuch afflicted Member thall or may reſide, 
and to be renewed once in four Weeks, or ſo long as ſuch 
WH Afiiction may laſt, : 
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Abftra® of the Ad of Parliament, made and paſſed in 
the Thirty-third Year of the Reign of King George 
the Tiird, Intituled an Act for the Encouragement! 


and Relief of Friendly Societies. | 


IHE Preamble sets forth, That the Protection, and 
Encouragement of Friendly Societies, for rais: ing, by 
voluntary Subscription, Funds for the mutual Relief and 
Maintenance of the Members in Sickneſs, Old Age, and In- 
firmity, is likely to be attended with very beneficial Effects 
by promoting the Happineſs of Individuals, and diminiſhing 
the public Burthens, it is therefore enacted, That any 
Number of Perſons in GREAT BRITAIN may form them. 
ſelves into a Society for the purpole of raiſing, by Subſcriptions 
or by voluntary Con:ributions, a Fund for the mutual Relief 
and Maintenance of all the Members, in Old Age, Sickn-ſs; 
and Infirmity, or for the Relief o the Widows and Chi dren 
of deceased Members; and that he Members of each Society 
or a Committee, may make such zules, for the better Govern- 
ment and Guidance of the ame, as to the Major Part of them 
shall seem meet, so as the be not reyvg nant to Law, or the 
Proviſions of this Act, and moy impose Fines upon the Mem- 
bers who shall offend - gainst them; and also may alter, amend; 
or repeal, the same, and make new Rules in Lieu thereof. 


Such Rules, when made, altered, or amended, shall be ex- 
hibited to the Justices at the General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace, or at an Adjournment, who shall annul uch as shall bg 
conformable thereto; and the Rules so confirmed shall be signed 
by the Clerk of the Pease, and a Dupligate deposited with 
him, to be filed with the Rolls of the Sessions; which Rules 


shall be binding upon all Parties; and no Society hereafter 
established 


„ | 
ie tabliched Shall be deemed to be within the Intent of this Act, 


onfirmed and filed as aforeſaid. 


c 

| 

| No Rule confirmed by the Tustic es shall be altered or re- 
| but at a General Mecting of the Society, convened by 
{Public Notice, in pursuance of a Requisition by Three of the 
Members, and read at the Two Meetings of the Society next 
N before Such General Meeting, unless a Committee shall have 
[3 deen noininated for that Purpose, in which Case it sball be 
1 convened in like Manner, ahd unless such Alteration or Re- 
Wit deal shall be made with Concurrence of Three-fourths of the 
| a s of the Society then present, or of ſuch Committee; 
end such Alteration or Repeal shall be subject to the Review 
of the Quarter-Sessions, and shall be filed as before directed. 
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Every such Society may appoint a 8 President, 
arden, Treasurer, or Trustee, also Clerks and other 
Jofficers; and all Persons appointed to any Office concerning 
10 '8 Receipt, Management, or Expenditure, of Money, shall 


Us [ 
| "i ir rust; and such Bonds, on Behalf of the Treasurers or 
bY * rustees, shall be given to the Clerk of the Peace, and, on 
| N Behalf of any other Perſons, to the Treafurer or Trustee of 


Puch Society for the Time being: and no such Bond shall be 
Pane with a Stamp Duty. 


FROM 1 reasurers or Trustees, with the Consent of the Society, 
; vi hall lay out such Money as the Exigences of the Society shall 
ot call for the immediate Expenditure of, either on private 


* 1. 
1 ecurities, or shall invest it in the Public Funds. 
ee 


| N | ſuntil Rules for the Government of the same shall have been 


Kir required by the general Rules of the Society) become 
Pound with Two Sureties for the faithful Execution of the 
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applied for the Use of the Society. 


( 65 ) 


The Interest of the Moneys laid out or invested, shall be 


All Officers who shall receive any Moneys, or shall be in- 


trusted with the Diſposition or Custody thereof, and their 


Executors, &c. shall, on Demand, give in their Accounts, 


and pay the Balance, and assign, or deliver all Securities or 


Funds taken or standing in their Names, or being in their 
Custody; and, in case of Neglect or Refuſal, to the Society may 


- exhibit a Petition in the Chancery or . Exchequer in 
ENGLAND, or the Court of Sessions. in SCOTLAND, or 
the Courts of Great Sessions in WALES, who shall make 


such Order therein as to them shall seem just. 


No Fee shall be taken, by any Officer of such Court, for 


any Thing done in Pursuance of this Act; and, on the pre- 
- senting of any Petition, the Lord Chancellor, the Master of 


the Rolls, and Barons of the Exchequer, in ENGLAND, or 


the Lords of Session in SCOTLAND, or the Judges of the 


Courts of Great Sessions in WALES, may assign Counſel, 
and appoint a Clerk of Court to carry on the Petition; 


and no fuch Proceedings shall be chargeable with any 


Stamp Duty. 


If any Officer intrusted with, or having in his Hands or 


Possession, any Moneys or Securities belonging to the So- 


ciety, shall die, or become a Bankrupt, or Inſolvent, his 
Exe cutors, &c. shall, within Forty Days after Demand, de- 
liver over all Things belonging to such Society, to such 
Perſon as they shall appoint, and pay out of the Aſſets 


ok the Officer, the Money duc, before any of his other 


Debts, | | 
4 All 


e 


| All Moheys, Securities, and Effects, belonging to the So- 
ciety, shall be vestsd in the T:eaſurer or Trustee for the 
| Time being, who may bring or defend Acicns in his own 
j "I Name; and no such Action shall be discontinued by the 
1 | Death or Removal of such Person from Office. 


| All the Rules shall be entered in a Book, to be kept by 
N k 1 One or more of the Members, and shall at all seasonable 
lt Times be open for Inspection; and shall be deemed Ori- 
WH ginals, and received in Evidence; and no CERTIORARL 
if W- Shall be allowed to remove any of the Rules into any of 
me Courts of Record at WESTMINSTER. | 


Any Society may receive Donations to their Fund, which 
| 104 shall be applicable to the general Purposes of such Swaigty. 


Je Proviſion shall be made by the Rides of any Society for 
Wy a Reference by Arbit ation of Diſputes, all the Matters in 
a Dispute shall be referred to such Arbitrators as shall be 
elected in the Manner prescribed by. the Rules; and their 
| Award shall be conclusive. 


No Member of a Society, who shall reside in any Place, 
not having a legal Settlement there, or who shall come or 
14 reside there, and shall deliver to the Parish- Officers a Cer- 
tificate, under the Hands of Two of the Officers of the 
Society, acknowledging him to be a Member thereof, shall 
k | q be removable by virtue of any Law relative to the Settlement 
ot the Poor till he shall become chargeable to the Parish. 


